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adventures in London 
continue.          Page 13
BY JENNIFER BLECHER
News Editor
Baruch officially kicked off 
its entrepreneurship competition 
Wednesday at a gathering at the Ver-
tical Campus. 
Teams from eight high schools, 
their mentors, Baruch College Presi-
dent Kathleen Waldron, Schools 
Chancellor Joel Klein, CUNY Chan-
cellor Matthew Goldstein, Merrill 
Lynch Senior Vice President Jason 
Wright and First Vice President Eddy 
Bayardelle were all in attendance.
“This is great for students, great 
for the school, and great for New 
York City,” said Waldron, who host-
ed the event. It was the fifth anniver-
sary of the competition, which has 
now grown to include high school 
students, and has garnered Merrill 
Lynch as a sponsor.
“Merrill’s investment in the edu-
cation of New York City students is 
nothing less than remarkable,” said 
Goldstein.
The Baruch College & Merrill 
Lynch IPO Challenge offers stu-
dents the opportunity to participate 
in a proactive learning experience, 
as well as a chance to see their ideas 
come to fruition. The IPO in this 
case stands for “Investing Pays Off.” 
And this time investment on the part 
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Baruch College & 
Merrill Lynch IPO 
Challenge kicks off
BY CARA TABACHNICK 
Contributing Writer
Starting a business in today’s 
world is not just about making mon-
ey. Decisions made within a com-
pany have the power to affect many 
people in different ways. As Baruch 
students learned during the Weiss-
man Center for International Busi-
ness’s panel on Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility, along with great power 
comes great responsibility.
Coordinated in conjunction with 
Net Impact, a professional asso-
ciation consisting of business lead-
ers committed 
to using the 
power of busi-
ness to have a 
positive impact 
on social and 
e nv i ron me n-
tal concerns 
throughout the 
world, the panel 
was moderated by Professor Prakash 
S. Sethi, Distinguished Professor 
of Management, and featured vari-
ous speakers. The main focus of the 
discussion was developing business 
plans to incorporate social responsi-
bility in order to make the idea at-
tractive to stakeholders.
The audience, although sparse, in-
cluded numerous people who had no 
affiliation with Baruch. When asked 
why she was interested in attending 
the discussion, Ruth Shapiro, a 66-
year-old retiree said, “Corporate so-
cial responsibility is a new field and 
I felt it was something important that 
needed to be explored.”
Each panelist approached the ne-
cessity of corporate social responsi-
bility from a different perspective, yet 
they all agreed on the importance of 
its inclusion into today’s businesses. 
Sethi, who opened the discussion, set 
the tone. “The sense of responsibility 
in business is important, companies 
should make it part of normal busi-
ness practices… Most companies 
talk but very few are willing to stand 
up and be counted,” he said.
Panelists touched upon the prem-
ise that companies treated corporate 
social responsibility as just another 
marketing tool. This point was re-
inforced by the presentation of Dan 
Tearno, vice 
president of cor-





edly stressed that 
Heineken was 
a “small com-
pany,” they had accomplished a lot 
in the arena of corporate responsibil-
ity. However, many of the company’s 
social programs tied in with the 
consumer product, beer. The com-
pany examined consumer reports 
that showed 
customers are 
more likely to 
purchase goods 
more from plac-




er, a partner in 
Porter Novelli, a major public rela-
tions firm, said, “There are two types 
of companies, one set driven by val-
ues who fundamentally believe in 
social responsibility and others that 
are driven by the financial bottom 
line.” 
What is important, Zucker be-
lieved, is that “Companies should 
not be seen as tooting their own 
horn.” The public should view the 
companies as believing in their so-
cial programs not only as way to pro-
mote and create good business but to 
encourage a better society, he said.
“Companies have to consider 
where the balance takes place. A 
company cannot advocate social cor-
porate responsibility and then turn 
around and produce negative prod-
ucts. Companies 





rector of North 
American share-
holder marketing 
for The British 
Petroleum Company, one of the larg-
est companies taking an aggressive 
Now let the 
Students take a break between classes to check their e-mail at the new terminals on the 
second floor.
Public Safety Committee 
responds to student gripes
BY JESSICA BAPTISTE
Staff Writer
The Oct. 6 meeting between Ba-
ruch’s Public Safety Department and 
Undergraduate Student Government 
offered some alternatives for resolv-
ing the main concerns of Baruch stu-
dents. 
Brian Philip, head of the Com-
plaints Committee of USG, was 
present for this meeting, in which 
four issues were addressed. The 
first was the entrance congestion in 
front of the Vertical Campus. The 
director of the Public Safety Depart-
ment liked the proposed solution of 
having a security guard who works 
at the turnstiles keep students from 
congregating outside the entrances. 
It was suggested that partitions be 
set up outside to direct students not 
to block the entrance.
Concerning the homeless situa-
tion, the Public Safety Department 
maintains that there are security
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of the students sure will. They will 
compete for up to $100,000 in priz-
es and start-up money to fund their 
business ventures.
Marking the event was the pre-
sentation of the first-ever Baruch 
College & Merrill Lynch IPO Chal-
lenge Award for Leadership & In-
novation. It went to Laima Tazmin, 
a 15-year-old New York City high 
school sophomore and the CEO 
of LAVTweb LLC, a web consult-
ing company. She had encouraging 
words for the contest participants, 
and extolled the virtues of the kind 
of dress rehearsal the competition 
serves as for entrepreneurs. Klein 
agreed. “I like the fact that this is 
not some kind of classroom activity. 
This real-world stuff,” he said.
Recently, the Center for an Urban 
Future released a report called “En-
gine Failure,” which pointed to small 
businesses as one fuel for an eco-
nomic revival in New York City. The 
speakers at the event shared similar 
sentiments. 
“Entrepreneurship really is the 
backbone of this economy,” said 
Wright.
The new high school program 
includes eight teams of five students 
each, selected from city schools that 
have NYS certified entrepreneurial 
programs in the 11th grade. The 
chosen schools were Flushing High 
School, Fordham Leadership Acad-
emy for Business and Technology, 
Fort Hamilton High School, Harry 
Van Arsdale High School, Herbert 
H. Lehman High School, High 
School for International Business 
and Finance, Port Richmond High 
School and Walton High School.
Last year’s winner was Time-
shareXchange, a web-based service 
that helps facilitate rental of time-
share properties; second place went 
to Knackquest, an online casting 
tool for agencies and performers; 
and third place went to the Tea Bar, 
a retail and food services business 
specializing in premium tea prod-
ucts. Kognito Solutions, the third-
place winner in 2003, recently 
launched a series of online tutorials 
for Baruch students.
After the speeches and presen-
tations, the students met with their 
mentors over lunch to discuss game 
plans. Baruch students are also par-
ticipating, and their concept plans 
were due Thursday. They will at-
tend a three-day workshop at the 
end of the month.
“I am eager to see what ideas 
will emerge this year,” Goldstein 
said. 
NEWS IN BRIEF
Finalists named for CUNY J-school dean
NEW YORK  Chancellor Matthew Goldstein has named the finalists 
for the position of dean of the new graduate school of journalism. 
They are Stephen Shepard, longtime editor-in-chief of Business-
week; Michael Oreskes, an assistant managing editor of The 
New York Times; and Chris Callahan, a former Associated Press 
reporter who is associate dean of the Philip Merrill College of 
Journalism. The school is set to open next fall in the W. 41st St. 
building that once housed the The New York Herald Tribune. The 
one-year program will have a special focus on urban studies, 
from local government and tax policies to race and ethnic rela-
tions. Shepard and Oreskes are both graduates of 
City College, 
More top N.Y. students are flocking to CUNY
NEW YORK The number of students from top-tier N.Y. high 
schools, including the Bronx H.S. of Science and Stuyvesant 
H.S, admitted to CUNY four-year colleges has surged 20 percent 
in the last five years. By contrast, the admission rate of students 
from all other city public high schools has increased less than 1 
percent over the same period. Enrollment of top-performing high-
school grads is also up. The number of those students enrolled in 
2003-04, the last year data was available, was 16 percent higher 
than it was in 2000-01. The jumps are significant because it was 
five years ago that CUNY critics charged the university would 
shut out half of all applicants by phasing out remedial courses 
for bachelor’s-degree students. In 2001, CUNY introduced the 
Honors College to attract top students by offering honors classes 
and cultural and financial benefits.
City College will get new dormitories in 2006
NEW YORK CUNY’s trustees agreed early this month to lease land 
at City College to a company that will build a 600-bed residence 
hall near 130th Street and St. Nicholas Terrace. The building will 
also offer housing for up to 10 faculty members. College officials 
hope to open it in 2006, and rents are expected to be $800 to 
$1,200 per room. It will be only the second dormitory at the City 
University of New York.Hunter College has one that houses 
about 600 students and always has a long waiting list. CUNY 
officials say they always lose some students and professors to 
other colleges because of the high price of housing in New York 
and the absence of on-campus housing. Educational Housing 
Services on 24th Street will  manage the building.
MTA proposes busing  cuts, LIRR fare increases
NEW YORK The MTA is proposing to eliminate 14 percent of its 
bus lines as part of a severe cost-saving package that would 
come on top of a fare hike and more than 160 subway token 
booth closings. Agency officials have already said they want to 
hike the price of MetroCards by 5 percent next year and increase 
express bus fares from $4 to $6. The MTA also plans to close 
164 token booths, reduce staff at stations along some subways 
lines from two employees to one and slash cleaning jobs on 
trains and buses in 2005. The MTA has also indicated it will raise 
LIRR fares between four and 20 percent.
Skeletal remains found in mob burial ground
NEW YORK  A site in Queens where investigators have been 
searching for the remains of Mafia murder victims yielded the 
skeletal remains of two men. They are believed to be Mafia cap-
tians murdered more than 20 years ago. FBI agents say the area 
served as a burial ground for the mob in the late 1970s and early 
’80s. The site is an empty lot between East New York in Brooklyn 
and Ozone Park in Queens. In addition to the two bodies found, 
investigators say they believe at least three other mob murder 
victims may be buried there.
Early Christmas for 400 Harlem Kindergartners
NEW YORK   George Weiss, a money manager from Hartford, 
Conn., announced he would donate $20 million to send 400 
Harlem kindergarners from five schools to college. Weiss’s 
program, Say Yes To Education, is already implemented in three 
other low-income neighborhoods in other states. The schools 
deemed worthy of the funding are P.S. 57, 83, 161, 180, and 182. 
The students will be given tutoring, SAT prep and summer school 
until they graduate high school, and will have their college tuition 
paid in full. IBM has now offered the school computers, Harlem 
Hospital is donating medical care, and Bingham McCutchen will 
provide 15 years of free legal services.
Panel takes on CSR
BY JENNIFER BLECHER 
News Editor
Baruch College recently hosted 
the 2004 conference of the Ameri-
can Society of Geolinguistics. This 
year’s topic was Language and Poli-
tics. The event was organized by 
Wayne Finke, a Baruch professor of 
Spanish.
The four-day event ran from Sept. 
29 through Oct. 1. It was sponsored 
by the Department of Modern Lan-
guages, featuring presentations from 
an array of linguists and other aca-
demics examining the manipulation 
of language through government 
policy, censorship and other forms 
of social control. They came from 
across the globe and converged in 
the Vertical Campus.
Topics covered included the ma-
nipulation of language, what’s in a 
word, censorship in China, and the 
development of a financial vocabu-
lary after World War II. Baruch Eng-
lish professor Charles Riley spoke 
about the use of language in refer-
ring to the handicapped.
Last year’s conference, Language 
in the Era of Globalization, has al-
ready been converted into a thick 
manuscript that will be published, 
and this year’s will follow suit. All 
the arrangements for the next year 
are already in place. Next year’s 
conference is entitled “The Geolin-
guistics of Language Teaching,” and 
will run from Sept. 29 through Oct. 
1, 2005.
The American Society of Geo-
linguistics was formed in 1965 and 
aims to gather and disseminate up-
to-date knowledge concerning the 
world’s present-day languages.
Baruch hosts Language 
& Politics conference
approach to implementing corporate 
social responsibility within its busi-
ness practices, completed the panel 
discussion.
During a detailed presentation, 
Klocke emphasized the steps Brit-
ish Petroleum has taken in its envi-
ronmental practices and developing 
thriving communities where they 
have facilities. “British Petroleum is 
in it for the long haul. We must invest 
in society,” she said. 
The audience was impressed by 
the level of commitment shown by 
companies dedicated to corporate 
social responsibility. “After all,” 
Sethi said, “The customer makes the 
difference. The choice is in the con-
sumers’ hands whether or not to pur-
chase a product from a disreputable 
corporation.”
Andrew Goldstone, a 27-year-
old attendee, works in the field of 
corporate social responsibility for a 
large company. When asked what he 
learned from the panel, he answered, 
“They keep me passionate about 
what I’m doing and keep me realistic 
about what I’m doing. I feel like cor-
porate social responsibility should be 
so standardized it doesn’t even need 
to be explained in a business plan. It 
should be part of the company’s val-
ues.”
As Shapiro said, “I am more apt 
to look at products in different way 
from how the company uses their 
money. I would more likely buy a 
product from a company that was so-
cially responsible.” 
From left to right, Jason Wright, Laima Tazmin, Kathleen Waldron, Joel Klein and 
Matthew Goldstein. Tazmin was given an award for Leadership & Innovation.
Baruch IPO Competition Kicks Off
AROUND CUNY
NEW YORK
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guards who patrol the sidewalks 
around the buildings. Because 
security is understaffed, it may 
seem that they are not patrolling 
outside enough to keep the home-
less people who sleep on Baruch’s 
premises away. One recommenda-
tion was to contact the 13th Police 
Precinct, only a few blocks away on 
21st Street. The sidewalks are public 
property and Baruch therefore does 
not have the authority to force the 
homeless off the property.
The department acknowledged 
the issue of escalator congestion 
when they are not in service. Phil-
ip’s solution was to have a security 
guard posted to direct traffic on 
the escalators. However, he said it 
would be difficult for two reasons 
— security is multi-tasked and un-
derstaffed, and there would have to 
be a system of security alerts when 
the escalators are down, especially 
during peak hours.
In addition, students have com-
plained about the lack of service 
on these escalators, but the Public 
Safety Department is not respon-
sible for its upkeep, which is left to 
a private company.
Finally, Philip appealed the poli-
cy allowing guests into the campus. 
The department stated that guests 
are allowed only during club hours 
or for a specific event, and only if 
they have valid identification. There 
is a limit of one guest per student.
“The Public Safety Department 
provided insights into prospective 
solutions and expressed interest 
in working with us in the future,” 
Philip said.
Philip said that he will appeal 
to the department in two to three 
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The Weissman Center for
International Business
ZICKLIN SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
BARUCH COLLEGE - THE CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK
To Learn More About Internship
Opportunities, Apply Today To
Our Internship Program!
The Weissman Center for International Business
Baruch College
The City University of New York
137 East 25th Street, 8th Floor
Tel: (646) 312-2070 Fax: (646) 312-2071
weissman_internships@baruch.cuny.edu
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BY TAKENORI KANEDA
Staff Writer
The world of textbook sales is 
known for price-gouging and a poor 
return on investment. Selling books 
usually involves a disappointing trip 
to the bookstore, or dealing with pro-
spective buyers who may or may not 
show up. Adaly Rosado Jr., a Baruch 
junior, thinks he has the solution. He 
recently launched Textbooks.tk, a 
service for selling students’ books. 
Rosado explained that he sold 
textbooks for his friends in the past 
and got better prices than at book-
stores. “If it worked for me, why not 
for every one else?” he said.
Influenced by this positive experi-
ence, he started to formulate the idea 
of the business. He sat down, thought 
his plans out, wrote them down, and 
built a website. The company con-
sists of him; his cousin David Rosa-
do, vice president of Manhattan Col-
lege Sales Division; and good friend 
Alan Ojeda, vice president City Col-
lege Sales Division.
Ojeda has been Rosado’s friend 
from age 10, when they met on the 
baseball field. Rosado said they were 
always interested in running a busi-
ness. However, Rosado was not fully 
business inclined until he reached 
high school.
His current aspiration is to be 
known worldwide, but for a while he 
dreamed of playing for the New York 
Yankees. 
Unfortunately, as his age in-
creased, so did the competition level. 
“When I was young I was good.” 
Rosado said, but “when I hit 12, the 
competition got rougher. I became a 
player that would make the team, but 
be a reserve.” He tried out for Ba-
ruch’s baseball team as a freshman 
but was cut. “That is when I realized 
that I am going to hang up my cleats 
and pick up a business suit,” he said.
Oddly, he chose philosophy as his 
major and English as a minor. “Phi-
losophy helps you think so you can 
make better business deals. Baruch’s 
website states that there are a lot of 
companies looking for students for 
philosophy as a major.”
The 20-year-old has had business 
experience in the past. At age 17, he 
obtained his first corporate job at 
ITG Inc. as a long-term intern. It was 
his “first step in the business world,” 
the Bronx native said. From there, he 
worked at Realty One Group Inc. and 
one other company, which he cannot 
name because of a contractual obli-
gation. Not only did he learn how to 
conduct business deals and how to 
run a business, he obtained licenses 
to sell life insurance, health insur-
ance, mortgages, and real estate.
Because the business is new and 
because the school year has just be-
gun he has made only three transac-
tions so far. He is expecting more 
business as exams near. Currently, 
he is selling 200 books for a friend 
of his because she got evicted from 
her abode. He is trying to help her 
get back on her feet.
Student entrepreneur hits 
the books for profit
Flu shots in short supply
BY AARON SIEGEL
Editor-in-Chief
Due to a national shortage of flu 
vaccine, the Baruch Healthcare Cen-
ter will not be able to administer flu 
vaccines to all students. Only those 
in high-risk categories may receive 
the vaccine.
The vaccine shortage was trig-
gered when Chiron Corp. announced 
that it would be unable to provide the 
estimated 48 million shots this year 
– half of the supply that federal gov-
ernment officials were expecting.
“This is a national problem be-
cause of the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and their guidelines,” said Carl 
Kirschner, vice president for student 
development. “We will be adminis-
tering the vaccine for high-risk stu-
dents only based on demand.”
Those in the high-risk category 
include all persons over 50 years 
of age, children from 6-23 months 
of age,  residents of nursing homes 
and other long-term care facilities, 
persons from ages 2 to 64 years with 
underlying medical conditions in-
cluding pulmonary or cardiovascular 
disease, asthma, diabetes mellitus, 
renal dysfunction, hemoglobinopa-
thies, lupus, asthma or immunosup-
pression, children (aged six months 
to 18 years) who are receiving long-
term aspirin therapy and women who 
are pregnant.
Other individuals who can trans-
mit influenza to high-risk individu-
als should also receive the vaccine. 
They include household contacts 
and caregivers of children under six 
months and healthcare workers with 
direct patient contact.
In order to receive the vaccine, 
one must provide documentation for 
any of the above conditions (prena-
tal care card, medication vial with 
your name, proof of birth, etc.) to the 
Healthcare Center (138 E.26th St.) by 
Oct. 26. The tentative date for receiv-
ing the vaccinations is Oct. 28.
Student groups host debate viewing
BY AARON SIEGEL
Editor-in-Chief
On Wednesday, 60 students gath-
ered to watch the third and final pres-
idential debate at an event sponsored 
by Americans Promoting Democra-
cy and the Baruch chapter of College 
Democrats.
The talk of health care, outsourc-
ing of jobs, the fluctuation in PELL 
grant allocation and corporate re-
sponsibility drew much response.
Following the debate’s conclu-
sion, many left, but the few that 
stayed enjoyed some discourse.
“We shouldn’t delude ourselves,” 
he said. “Being articulate isn’t the 
most important indicator on intel-
ligence,” said Juan O’Neill, who fa-
vored Kerry. 
 The overall consensus was that 
Kerry won, with a few declaring the 
debate a draw.
“I think this was very success-
ful. said Brian Switzer, president of 
the College Democrats. “We brought 
people together and will get people 
involved in the political process.”
Switzer noted that the club’s 
membership has risen from a dozen 
to 70 students in the past two weeks.
Some Republicans felt that they 
couldn’t hear what each candidate 
had to say.
“It was highly one-sided ...and it 
was hard for Republicans to properly 
listen and interpret the issues,” said 
Bassam Richard, vice president of 
APD. 
The noise notwithstanding, the 
organizers would have preferred to 
have a larger viewing audience.
“It was a somewhat disappointing 
turnout but people were indeed very 
interested in the political process,” 
said Alex Shterenberg, president of 
APD.  
“It is a good place to start,” he 
added. “We want more people in-




The Awards Committee is 
seeking nominations for the 
Presidential Excellence Awards 
for Distinguished Scholarship, 
Distinguished Teaching, and 
Distinguished Service. All full-
time faculty are eligble. For 
the scholarship award, the let-
ters of nomination should in-
dicate the significance of the 
candidate’s scholarship to his 
or her field. For the teaching 
award,  it should describe the 
outstanding work in instruc-
tion. For the service award, it 
should include a description of 
the outstanding service. Please 





Deadline is Feb. 14, 2005
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STUDENT GOVERNMENT
On Oct. 5 and 12, the USG 
held its sixth and seventh 
meetings of the semester.
President’s Report
President Sime Marnika said 
that Jim Murphy discussed 
problems with the schedul-
ing grid and classes in a reg-
istration meeting that took 
place on Oct. 5. Murphy also 
decided to create a registra-
tion committee, and students 
interested in participating in 
it should call Phyllis Bagly at 
extension 1189.
He said that the Board of 
Directors meeting will take 
place on Oct. 19 in the Verti-
cal Campus, Room 2-290.
He asked the government 
which times would be best 
to hold a Town Hall meeting 
with President Kathleen Wal-
dron later on in the semester.  
He also said that the USG 
will meet with the Campus 
Safety Committee to address 
various needs around campus. 
Finally, he said that the USG 
will send 10 members to the 
student Leadership Confer-




Iqbal said that the New York 
City Olympic Committee is 
looking for student volunteers 




Treasurer Edouard Roland 
said that due to past account-
ing errors, the budgets of the 
Actuarial Science Society and 
Pre-Law Society have been 
revised upward.
Finance 
Upper Senator Liliana Chang 
said that there are 36 bud-
gets to pass. In order to pass 
a budget, a club first must 
first fill out a form, then sub-
mit the budget and set up an 
interview by e-mail, after 
which the budget may be ap-
proved. The decision is open 
for discussion and complaints, 
but club officials must set up 
appointments by e-mailing 
finance@baruchusg.
Campus Affairs: 
Upper Senator Keston Barrow 
said that the number of com-
puters that will be given to 
club rooms depends on the list 
of clubs, which is not final. 
He said that Arthur Down-
ing and Dean Ron Aaron ex-
pressed interest in attending a 
USG meeting.
He also said that a Town Hall 
meeting with Baruch senior 
administrators is waiting to 
be set up.
He said that a Halloween party 
will take place on Oct. 22, and 
announced that a meeting for 
all those interested in partici-
pating in the party will take 
place on Oct. 7 at 5:30 p.m. 
He tabled an election to ap-
point a nominee to head a club 
constitution committee. 
He also asked the government 
for creative ways to encourage 
people to donate food, cloth-
ing and money to those re-
cently hit hard by hurricanes 
in the Caribbean. 
Academic Affairs
Upper Senator Kathleen 
Burke said that elections for 
various committees would 
take place, and said that each 
of the student committees had 
been filled.  
She asked for a summary of 
the Zicklin School of Busi-
ness faculty meeting. At this 
meeting it was stated that the 
$54 million donation is left in 
the donors’ wills. The school 
can make long-term invest-
ments against this money. 
Events
Upper Senator Ibrahim Lawal 
said that Coffee Night will be 
held on Oct. 20. Cost is $250.
Legislative Affairs
Upper senator Jody-Ann Gra-
ham said that a fact-sheet will 
be printed to encourage stu-
dents to vote. She also sug-
gested a sign be put up that 
counts down the number of 
days until the election.
Graham also said that Hip Hop 
201 will host the group Dead 
Prez on Oct. 28 in the ARC 
arena, in an effort to get out 
the vote. College Democrats 
also plans to bring a voting 
machine on campus, to teach 
students how to use it.
Old Business
International Student Com-
mittee is running, and a 
meeting with Jim Murphy 
regarding the committee is 
scheduled for Oct. 19.
Graham said $200 was needed 
from the government to pay 
for a legislative event to take 
place on Oct. 30.  
Lower Senator Brian Philip 
said a meeting with security 
officials addressed entrance 
crowding on the 25th Street 
side of the Newman VC and 
security reaction to crowd 
control when escalators are 
stopped. It was suggested that 
security patrol the escalator 
areas on the third floor.
Roland asked committee vice 
presidents to notify him of 
events.
The government passed a 
$393.04 purchase for alcohol 
and ice for a Halloween party.
New Business
Lower Senator Victor Law 
was named the chair of Dis-
abled Affairs on the Univer-
sity Student Senate.
The government also passed 





On Sept. 27, 2004 and Oct. 4, 
2004 the GSA held meetings.
GSA Board Members:
During the Sept. 27 meeting, 
the GSA elected Board Mem-




Students were elected to serve 
on the Student Government 
Council, which works with 
student representatives from 
USG. The council selects stu-
dents to serve on committees, 
in which they provide votes to 
the administration on various 
issues, including budgets and 
courses and teaching. Cur-
rently, students are needed 
to serve on these commit-
tees, which are comprised of 
students from all graduate 
schools.
GSA New Structure and 
Committees:
The future structure of the 
GSA will consist of four stu-
dent committees to facilitate 
division of responsibility. The 
committees and their areas of 
responsibility are as follows:
Academic Committee: Ad-
dress student issues related to 
academics.
Organization Committee: 
Create connection between 








nication with the Career Cen-
ter, students, and alumni to 
develop career opportunities 
for students.
The committee structure of 
the GSA is new, and students 
are encouraged to join com-
mittees to assist the GSA 
in its mission of promoting 
graduate students’ interests at 
Baruch.
Zicklin Academic Standing 
and Curriculum Commit-
tee:
Two students were appointed 
to serve on these committees, 
which meet with administra-
tion to discuss issues related 
to student cases related to 
academics, and curriculum 
for Zicklin. Similar commit-
tees exist for Weissman and 
the School of Public Affairs. 
The GSA seeks to coordinate 
with those students currently 
serving on them.
GSA Social:
The GSA held a social on Oct. 
7 in Room VC 1-107.  At the 
two GSA meetings, planning 
and publicity for the social 
were addressed.
Grad Voice:
At the Oct. 4 meeting, funding 
was approved for The Grad 
Voice.  The initial meeting of 
this club was established as 






October 5th to October 21st







Please inquire if you wish to make a financial contribution.
If you have any questions, please see Arthur Banton in the Office of Student Life
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Wed-Fri 8pm 
Sat 2pm, 6pm, 9pm 
Sun 2pm, 5:30pm
Call the Box Office 212-420-8000 and use code “GRACC30”
Minetta Lane Theatre, 18 Minetta Lane (Between West 3rd and Bleecker)    Groups 212-302-7000
*This offer cannot be combined with any other discount and is not applicable to previously purchased tickets. All sales are final. No refunds or exchanges.
Subject to availability. Normal phone and Internet service fees apply. Limit 8 tickets per order. Offer valid 9/1/04 - 12/17/04. Offer not valid 11/19-28/04. 
Offer may be revoked at any time. Must show student ID.
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Announcements:
-United International Student Body Seeks Volunteer
Workshop Leaders
During the Spring 2004 semester, under the sponsor-
ship of the United International Student Body, work-
shops were held to assist students who were having
difficulties with mathematics. In an effort to help a
greater number of students, UISB is increasing the
number and frequency of workshops and are recruit-
ing persons who are interested in becoming volunteer
workshop leaders. Volunteers should preferably be
trained tutors with not only vast knowledge in the sub-
ject area, but also the ability to communicate this
knowledge and be reliable and patient. For further
information about this program or to volunteer, please
e-mail United_International_Student_Body@hot-
mail.com or contact Doreen King at (631) 643-9633. 
Events in the BPAC:
-Barbara Bush Never Slept Here
Dates: Oct. 6 – Oct. 30
Time: Wed – Sat 8 p.m.
Place: Bernie West Theatre
Admission: General Admission $19, Students and
Seniors $15.
By David DeWitt, directed by Guy Giarrizzo, pre-
sented by Circle East Theatre. Set in a small Texas
town, a new 5-character play in the spirit of Horton
Foote, Preston Jones and Donald Margulies. It is the
perfect play for audiences to experience just prior to




Times: 1:45 p.m. and 6 p.m.
Place: Engelman Recital Hall
Admission: Free, tickets can be picked up at the
BPAC Box Office.
By Euripides, the Great Works Reading. Directed by
Jonathan Bernstein, prominent professional actors
interpret the classics.
Events in the Sidney Mishkin Gallery:
-Underground Art, 1925-1950
Dates: Oct. 1 – Nov. 4
Time: Monday – Friday, Noon to 5 p.m.
Thursday, Noon to 7 p.m.
Place: Sidney Mishkin Gallery (135 E. 22nd St.)
Admission: Free
A Centennial Celebration of the New York City
Subway. Opening Reception on Sept. 30 from 6 – 8
p.m. For more information call (212) 802-2690 or
visit baruch.cuny.edu/mishkin. (see article in this sec-
tion)
Events in Baruch:
-Harman Writer-in-Residence Program: A Reading
and Conversation with William Finnegan
Date: October 19, 2004
Time: 5:45 p.m.
Place: Room 750, Newman Library Building
Admission: Free
AReading and Conversation with New Yorker writer
William Finnegan, the author of four books and of a
recent profile on Barack Obama. See
www.baruch.cuny.edu/wsas/harman for details.
Reception from 5:15 p.m. onwards.
Baruch Beat: Events and Announcements
Dreamworks Plans to Go Public
BY YAIR MATAN
Contributing Writer
DreamWorks’ “Shark Tales” was a great
success and earned almost $50 million in its
first week. The 10-year old company is going
to be public soon according to Reuters.
Founded in 1994 by Hollywood powerhouses
Steven Spielberg, Jeffrey Katzenberg and
David Geffen, DreamWorks has long aspired to
be a major entertainment distributor. 
The company has to show a great perfor-
mance before the big day. To pull off a planned
$650 million initial public offering,
DreamWorks Animation needs "Shark Tale" to
be a big hit. DreamWorks has a spotty record
when it comes to animation -- unlike chief rival
Pixar which has never misfired with a feature
film and whose stock is trading near an all-time
high.
Of the eight animated films DreamWorks
has produced, only "Shrek" and its sequel have
been blowout hits, with $1.35 billion in com-
bined worldwide ticket sales. In fact, "Shrek 2"
has brought in more revenues this year for
DreamWorks than all six of its 2004 other
releases. "Shrek 2" is now the most successful
animated feature film in history and No. 3
overall.
"Why not go public earlier in the year, like
when 'Shrek 2' came out (in May)?" asked Paul
Kim, an analyst with Tradition Asiel Partners. 
For DreamWorks, which formally regis-
tered to take its animation division public in
July, the opportunity is obvious. Animation,
namely computer-generated graphics, has
become a hot genre. David Mumpower, presi-
dent of box office analysis firm Box Office
Prophets, said audiences "have locked onto"
computer-generated films with a passion. He
cited the surprise success of "Ice Age," a 2002
Twentieth Century Fox animation that reaped
$380 million in worldwide ticket sale despite
negative reviews. 
"I'm hearing that 'Shark Tale' is unoriginal
and uninspired," said Brandon Gray, the editor
and publisher of BoxOfficeMojo.com, a movie
tracking site. "There's enough room for 'Shark
Tale' to have a huge opening," said Gray, but
"Shark Tale" will soon face stiff competition.
Pixar is on track to release "The Incredibles" in
early November, a release time that "Shark
Tale" shared until DreamWorks pushed it up.
Also due in November are Viacom-owned
Paramount's "The SpongeBob Square Pants
Movie" and Warner Bros’ "The Polar Express."
Finance/ITCareer Expo: Thurs. Nov. 4, 12-2:30 p.m.,
VC 14-220.
Diversity Job Fair: Friday, Dec. 3, 12-3 p.m., VC 14-
220.
WORKSHOPS
* Interviewing I Workshop, Wed., Oct. 20, 3-5pm,
2-190 VC
* Small Talk: Crucial for Corporate 
Success, Thurs., Oct. 21, 12:30-2:30,
2-190 VC
* Resume Writing & Cover Letters, 
Monday, Oct. 25, 12:30-2:30PM, 2-190 VC
* Job Search Workshop, Tuesday, Nov. 2, 5-7pm,
2-190 VC
* Internship Seminar, Wednesday, Nov. 3, 3 p m -
5pm, 2-190 VC
SPECIALEVENTS
* Disney College Program presentation, 
Monday, Oct. 25,
at NY Institute of Technology; 
contact baruchdisneyrep@hotmail.com.
* Inroads & Sponsors for Educational 
Opportunity (SEO) presentation,
co-sponsored by NABA, Thursday, Oct. 28, 12:45-
2:15pm  8-155 VC
* Finance & IT Career Expo, co-sponsored by CISS,
ALPFA, Beta Alpha Psi,
Thursday, Nov. 4, 12-2:30pm, 14-220 VC
* CUNY Fall Job Fair, Friday, Nov. 5, 1- 4pm, at
John Jay College, 899 10th
Ave, 4th floor, (corner of 59th Street)
Cinema Club Brings French New Wave to Baruch with Hirosh ima Mon Amour
BY CHONG LI
Contributing Writer
Have you ever danced crazily and aimlessly
to an unknown genre of music? Do you write
creative stories? Do you spend a lot of time
doing things that may not seem important to
other people? Have you yelled loudly just
because you wanted the feelings to come out? If
you answered yes to any of these questions, then
you would want to watch “Hiroshima Mon
Amour,” which was viewed last week during
club hours by members of the Cinema Club. Just
like you, the director of this movie enjoys the
brilliance that lies in explorations and expres-
sions. “Hiroshima” experiments with concepts of
photography and love without the slightest draw-
back.  
“Hiroshima” first strikes us in its use of mod-
ern photographic techniques. Marked by the
sharp black and white contrast, all the scenes are
well thought out, beautifully composed, and
compellingly shot. Each image seems to com-
municate an emotion or tell a story, endlessly dri-
ving the curiosity of the audience. While watch-
ing the movie, I constantly asked myself, “What
happened?” and “Isn’t that a good thing?” or
“Why can’t she love him?”  
Representing the imperfection of love in real-
ity is another example of how “Hiroshima” dif-
fers from traditional movies. Unlike what is told
in fantasies, in real life, we can’t do something
simply because we want to — we also have to
take into consideration other factors, such as its
impact on people. The same idea applies to love.
We can’t run away with a guy or a girl just
because we are in love. After all, there are other
people, such as family members or friends, who
will definitely miss us after we have left.
“Hiroshima” tries to illustrate this difficult side
of love on screen. The French actress and the
Japanese architect have feelings for each other,
but both of them are married to other people, so
their love is difficult. The actress has no choice
but to refuse to stay in Japan. It needs to be clar-
ified that this movie is not a moral story - it does-
n’t tell us what to do and what not to do. It only
acts out the situations in reality. While watching
the movie, we see images, weigh the pros and
cons, and make our judgments. In fact, the end-
ing of this movie is very inconclusive because it
is not explicit whether the actress stays in Japan
or not. Hence the audience is the one who
decides the outcome of this romance. 
However, some parts of “Hiroshima” are too
weird for the audience to appreciate. One exam-
ple is the intercutting scenes between making
love and the bombing and reconstruction of
Hiroshima. The images of thousands of bleeding
Japanese people with burned and distorted bod-
ies simply chills the viewers. We refuse to
acknowledge this because the war seems to be so
distant from us, or at least we wish it to be far
way. I close my eyes, trying to hide myself from
the haunting images. Even the later scenes that
display the beauty of modern Hiroshima can’t
provide the audience with the slightest comfort,
since they are accompanied by the narrator’s
monotonous voice. “Hiroshima” mimics reality,
yet these images “seem” untrue. 
The overall tone of “Hiroshima” is intimate
and emotional, not humorous. Yet, there are sev-
eral comic scenes. One of them occurs in an air-
port waiting room. The actress sits silently, look-
ing down at the floor. She looks sad and delicate,
like a beautiful doll that is going to be blown
away by the slightest of winds. Right next to her
is an old woman who is at least 80 years old, and
since she has so many wrinkles her whole face is
twisted together, and yet she looks healthy and
happy. The architect comes in, sits on the other
side of the old woman, and stares at the floor
with a sad expression just like the actress. The
old woman looks bizarre in the middle - even she
feels the awkward air. She looks at the couple
back and forth, and then at herself, thinking,
“Am I in the right place? Shall I switch the seat?”
Another funny scene takes place immediate-
ly after. The actress leaves the airport and sits
alone in a bar. The architect does not dare to sit
next to her, but sits a few tables away with all his
attention still on her. Another man comes down
and tries to chat with the actress. With a heavy
accent, he says in English: “May I sit here...A
beautiful girl shouldn’t sit alone…Are you from
Paris?” The audience laughs out loud.
Apparently, this young man is confident that he
is good-looking enough for any woman to fall in
love with him. However, his accent is so funny
that it simply doesn’t match a romantic scene.
Though we do not see the architect, we can
imagine his angry expression and his strong
desire to punch this young gentleman.
“Hiroshima” is brilliant in its experimenta-
tion with difficult ideas such as love, but it is
hard to say that one enjoys this movie, since joy
doesn’t seem to be the appropriate word. Overall
it is thought-provoking and makes people
observe reality from a different angle.
PHOTO CREDIT TO KKFOS.ONLINE.FR/REPONSES11.HTML
A scene from Hiroshima Mon Amour.
Career Development Center Events
                                                      
Part-Time Tutors Needed
JENNIFER CONVERTIBLES & LEATHER
We are looking for Full-Timers that want to earn
$21k - 45k or Flex-Timers for $9-14/hour in
salary/ commission.
Call 516-496-1900, ext. 3599 or 
E-mail: Rfriedman@jenniferfurniture.com
is looking for
SALES A SSOCIATES & SALES M ANAGERS
If you are Friendly, Fashion Forward, Self-Motivated & Enjoy
a Fun Working Environment
– Jennifer is the place for you!
CLASSIFIED ADS
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To teach math up to the 8th grade level.
Must be able to teach from 3:30 - 7:30 every
day Mon. to Fri.or 9AM - 6PM Saturdays and
Sundays. Make up to $15/hour. 




        
BY CELESTE LIM
Contributing Writer
Spoken Word, the combination of poetry and
rhythm, takes new heights in the developmental
series “History of the Word,” a hip-hop musical.
The play takes audiences through a day in the life
of six high school students and their daily strug-
gles that help form their identity. Its innovative
approach to theater is a fusion of hip-hop, dance,
humor, spoken-word poetry and storytelling
based on real-life experiences. One particular poet
and theme is at the heart of each classroom scene. 
Rajendra Ramoon Maharaj, director, co-con-
ceiver and choreographer of “History,” intro-
duced the play as a work in progress. “We want-
ed to redevelop and restructure the experiences of
today’s youth and take it to a new level in front of
a live audience here at Baruch. We will be using
these rehearsals to develop our production.”
It is the present time at Future High. With nei-
ther a backdrop nor props, the stage opens at the
cue of the DJ. A prologue foreshadows each stu-
dent’s unique story and background: Kayo (James
Holloway DeLeon IV) comes to grips with his
brother’s death after discovering that his teacher
Mr. Lofton (Jed Dickson) was obliquely account-
able for his brother’s demise; Felice (Britton
Jones) deals with insecurities about her weight;
Yolanda (Angela Lewis) seeks her place in life;
Marisa (Angela Kariotis) speaks of her immigrant
parents and the hardships in achieving their
American Dream; Ajay (Utkarsh Ambudkar) is a
Muslim scorned for joining the army to fight “his
own people;” Akil (Akil Dasan) is the janitor and
narrator who intertwines between scenes and
empathizes with these students. 
Orin Wolf, co-conceiver and producer of
“History,” explains, “we created a story for chil-
dren who have a story to tell and explored these
children’s lives. The play is contemporary telling
a classical story. We needed a hook, and music
was the element. Spoken word poetry was the
bridge between hip-hop and school. This is a
work in progress, however, and not a finished
product.”
The play is distinct in that the poetry selected
is specific to students in the community present-
ed, said Wolf. The process of selecting poetry was
made through an educational program sponsored
by Youth Speaks, an international non-profit orga-
nization devoted to teaching literacy and poetry to
students around the globe. A two-week poetry
workshop was held to confer themes pertinent to
children today. The best was chosen to create a
script written by screenwriter Ben Snyder.
“History’s” original poetry was written by Felice
Belle, Akil Dasan, Kraal “Kayo” Charles, Marisa
Vural, and Yolanda Wilkinson.
After a four-week developmental reading
series at Baruch, “History” has opened the season
at Crossroads Theater in New Brunswick, New
Jersey on October 16. The musical will tour the-
aters across the country thereafter.
Hip-Ho p, Dance, Real-Life Experiences - Al l in One Musical
BY IAN CHIN
Contributing Writer
Today’s society is so focused on staying
fit that gym memberships are up from past
years, health food stores are seeing a rise in
profits and tofu is apparently the new beef.
Yet it’s ironic that while many Americans
are seeking to get in shape for next summer,
they fail to realize an immediate danger that
could do a lot of damage in the long run.  It
can be summarized in one word:  stress.
For an ordinary human, there is just too
much to do in too little time, which can lead
to stress.   It is one of America’s leading
health problems and has been linked to sev-
eral leading causes of illnesses, including
heart disease.  Stress can also make you irri-
table and possibly cause a rift between fam-
ily, friends, or co-workers.  What is one to
do in this crazy fast paced society?  Though
exercise and eating healthy can reduce the
risk of stress, not many people have the
money or time to go to a gym on a regular
basis, and/or they prefer the real beef to its
soy counterpart. One great way to relieve
stress within Baruch is to visit Helpline.
You all know where Helpline is located.
You’ve all visited Helpline during Session
Six of Freshman Seminar.  You all pass by it
on your way to the clubs and game room.
Do any of you actually know what Helpline
does? New Helpliner, Danielle Bembury
says that the office provides “information
about places located in the school and free
public notary services to Baruch students.”
It also offers outside referrals and does
charity fundraising, but most importantly, it
offers completely confidential peer counsel-
ing.
All members of Helpline are trained to
guide students through their issues, whether
they are school-related or personal, big or
small. They are prepared to answer most
questions and can provide additional infor-
mative pamphlets. They try to make the
environment as comfortable as possible,
since it is not easy for someone to talk to a
stranger about their concerns.  When you
walk into the office, you are greeted with a
warm smile and soon, the nervousness about
coming in the office subsides.
Though traffic around the game and
clubs area on the third floor of the Vertical
Campus can be high at times, the student’s
privacy will still be respected.  Helpline has
also begun to take appointments.  You can
still walk in and someone in the office will
help you (as in previous years), but now you
may schedule a time that is more convenient
and more comfortable for you.
If you ever feel that things are stressing
you out, take advantage of this free service
provided by Baruch.  You can call 646-312-
4752 for more information or stop by room
3-241 in the Vertical Campus and talk to
someone if you ever need to. Someone will
be there to listen and to lend you a hand.
Baruch organization offers help to stressing  students
BY ROBERT BENIMOFF
Contributing Writer
“She asked me if I wanted to study in
America, and I said yes. I always say yeah,
yeah when I think people are joking with me.
But then she went and got the visa and all the
paperwork. And I came here.”
Zaur Nurtazin is a student in our college who
is originally from Kazakhstan – an interesting
country that few people know about, even
though it is one of the largest nations of the for-
mer Soviet Union. I met him for the first time
during the beginning of this semester.
Everyone who knows Zaur can tell you that he
is an interesting person by any standard. When
I learned about his exceptional skill in, and
love for, languages I asked him for an inter-
view. 
Rob: What did you enjoy studying in high
school?
Zaur: Well first of all we didn’t have high
schools where I came from. It was one school.
One building. But I transferred a lot. I always
wanted to find something better than I had. At
first I was in German elementary school. Then
I transferred to an English school. After that I
went to Kazakh school. Then to a private
school specialized in Korean language, which
was the best of all the schools I went to. The
story of the private school was the same as the
story of how I came here. There was this school
that was hard to get into. There were only 5
scholarships for the school. My mom asked me
one day if I wanted to go to that school. And I
thought she was joking, but I took the test and
got the scholarship. 
I enjoyed studying math and computer sci-
ence. Those were my two favorite classes. I
participated in citywide math, computer sci-
ence, and Russian language competitions. But I
only dominated in math and computer science.
The knowledge that I gained in those years is
very helpful here in Baruch. It was also in that
school that I started studying languages.
Besides the required Russian, Kazakh, and
English, I decided to study two more lan-
guages. I studied French, which I loved, and
elementary Korean, which I was good in.
R: Lets talk about your experiences in study-
ing language. 
Z: For some reason it is easy for me to study
languages. I always pick up the basic grammar
rules and memorize them instantly. I guess that
I have my memory to thank for such an ability.
I can also simulate the pronunciation of the
sounds of completely different languages. I
have a very flexible tongue and great mind-
tongue coordination. 
R: So what are all the languages you have
studied so far?
Z: Kazakh, Russian, German, English,
Korean, French, and Spanish. I can also under-
stand some Turkish because Kazakh and
Turkish are of the same group. But I don’t real-
ly know any of those languages fluently
because I need more practice.
R: How well did you know English when you
came here?
Z: I knew the British grammar. I felt com-
fortable in Europe, but when I came to
Brooklyn I was surprised because Brooklyn
English is not the language I knew. 
I was struggling the first year that I came here.
I didn’t go to college, so I had nobody to talk to
in proper English. All I did was call back to
Kazakhstan and talk to my friends. The first
several months were the most miserable. I was
crazy about going home. But then, after I went
to college, things became better. I made some
really good friends here.
R: Why did you choose to go to Baruch
College?
Z: Well, I did not know where to go, I did not
know about the education system here in USA.
I did not know that there were application
deadlines. One guy told me, “Baruch is a good
college”. I was wondering what Baruch could
mean… But, anyway, I came here, and trust me
I don’t regret it. I love it here.
R: What was the extent of your friends’ influ-
ence on your adaptation?
Z: Oh, I can say that it was the only reason
that I didn’t give up. I met great people during
the first semester, and we helped each other
survive. When I decided to start tutoring in
SACC, one thought was in my mind, a thought
that kept me from doubting my capability. That
thought was, “well, if I don’t know something
in math, I can ask Guoyao Lin. He knows
everything.” Guoyao is my Chinese friend that
you can see beside me all the time, in all of my
classes. We take all of our classes together; All
seven, Every semester!
R: Knowing that your friends helped you out
so much, do you try to help other people your-
self?
Z: Of course. In fact, I love helping people;
and not because others have helped me. I just
do it because I like it. When I help someone,
and that makes him feel good, I also feel good
about it as much as he/she does. When some-
body succeeds in a class (which, unfortunately,
is not always true), I feel better than if I did
well in a class.
R: Tell me about your future plans.
Z: I have already decided on my major, which
is Finance/Investments. So that is going to be
my undergraduate degree. I am planning to get
my graduate degree in mathematics and work
as a Financial Analyst. That is my plan for now,
but Kazakh people never follow through with
their plans perfectly, so we’ll see.





The annual Club Fair took place on Thursday,
October 7th 2004 during club hours. It was held in the
Food Court (1st floor lobby) and the Multipurpose
(room 1-107). It showcased about 40 clubs and orga-
nizations in Baruch College along with organizations
outside of Baruch, such the NYC Olympics 2012 and
the MTVU.
Some of the clubs present were AIESEC, Model
United Nations, CIS Society, Archery Club, Asian
Student Association, SEEK Society, Helpline, Chess
Club, Student Parent Association and Society for
Human Resources Management.
There were many notable highlights among the
various clubs present. U.S.G. (Undergraduate Student
Government) registered many voters through their
voter campaign, giving out MTV’s Choose or Lose t-
shirts, pens, pins, and candy. Another attraction was
Baruch’s WBMB Radio, which provided good back-
ground music for the event. The DJ gave out free tick-
ets to the movie “Taxi” and free posters. 
The Urban Writers Exchange and Hip Hop 201
offered raffles for Jay-Z/R. Kelly concert tickets and
Best-Buy certificates. The Shop of Style also had a raf-
fle for beauty products and attracted many people by
showing the highlights of last year’s Fashion Show.
The Golden Key Honour Society had much success in
recruiting over 150 people. 
The Chess Club had chess tables set up in the food
court, on which many students were playing during the
fair.  It is trying to recruit members to go to the Pan
American Tournament in Kansas in December. Also,
the NY Bid Committee was trying to recruit 20,000
CUNY students at the NYC Olympics 2012 table.
Out of a total of 120 clubs and organizations in
Baruch, it was good to see about 40 of them presented
themselves to the students. There were many different
kind of clubs to choose from. There were cultural clubs
to political clubs to student organizations at the club
fair. This exemplifies Baruch’s diversity. 
I like events where the clubs and organizations
come out and interact with the students,” commented
Brian Philip, a member of the USG.
Although many clubs participated, the location
was not suitable for this kind of event. The space allo-
cated was too small to accommodate so many clubs. 
There were hundreds of students who showed up
to see what the clubs were offering. Many were disap-
pointed because of the congestion to get from one
booth to another. Also, there were not as many prizes
and games advertised. 
The event served its purpose in informing students
about the numerous clubs throughout the school.  This
was a good chance for students to see that Baruch
indeed has many clubs and organizations as it boasts.
Students had many options to join whichever club they
wished. 
Annual Club Fair fills first floor
of VC with clubs and students
Students cram the VC corridors as they partake the Baruch's October 7th Club Fair.
BY ROBERT BENIMOFF FOR THE TICKER
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Contestants Prepare for 
Bodybuilding Competition
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Bill Shannon Dances in Style on Crutches in a Personal Performance at Baruch
BY HARBANI RANA
FEATURES EDITOR
On Sept. 21, dancer Bill Shannon per-
formed in the Nagelberg Theatre and also
gave those in attendance educational, yet
humorous, description of his Spatial Theory. 
When I arrived at the Nagelberg Theatre,
I was surprised to see many seats empty
because I had expected more Baruch stu-
dents to take advantage of free tickets so
such an interesting event. Maybe students
did not know enough about his background
and why he is regarded as such a talented
person.
An excerpt from the program gives us
important information about him:
Bill Shannon is a conceptual, interdisci-
plinary dance and media artist who creates
both solo and group projects. He considers
his work rooted in streets/club culture and
informed by the fine arts. He is widely rec-
ognized in the dance/performance world,
the underground hip-hop and club dance
scene as well as the disabled artist commu-
nity. His performance and video work have
been presented nationally and international-
ly over the past ten years at numerous
venues, festivals and events…”
Shannon was very personal with the
audience, even with latecomers (he gave
them special mention every time they
strolled in). Almost every sentence he spoke
had a joke in it and most of the time the
audience was laughing. He even made a
crack at how maybe he should switch to
stand-up comedy instead of dancing.
It is difficult to demonstrate street moves
in the theater. He also uses a skateboard as a
“mobility aid” and it is difficult to maneuver
it is the theatre. He showed us a few of his
moves and described how he does them,
including “saddle” and “4-legged style”.
That reminds me—he said that the most
important element in all his moves was
style. Without it, it would not be dance but
just movements.
His first dance performance was a mod-
ern dance with the sound of rain in the back-
ground. DJ Ritchie Tempo was in the theater
the entire time playing his original music. It
is difficult to describe the performance
because one has to see it to believe what all
he could do, being on crutches the whole
time. This was an artistic performance
because it had elements of a story in it—that
of death and then rebirth.  At the end of his
performance he admitted that when people
see some of his moves, they say, “what’s he
doing? He’s weird.”
Then came the video portion of the show.
A projector was set up in the middle of the
theater and Bill Shannon made humorous
commentary on his street moves and experi-
ences. He took video clips in Russia, where
he was before he came here to Baruch. Each
video clip had its own title. In “sliding down
rail” a man tried to save him from perform-
ing his trick on a stair rail, but eventually
stepped back when he realized Shannon was
not falling. One example that would apply
to our lives is “peripheral fluctuation,” in
which he showed that when someone is star-
ing at you and you look at him or her, they
automatically turn the other way. This hap-
pens all the time but to capture it on video
was classic. The other video clips included
“cab grab,” “projected narrative,” “hail
Mary,”  “no footed stair spin,” and “bench
freeze.”
The audience was impressed with his
moves but was also laughing at the reactions
of the people around him in the videos.
These people reacted oddly to what he was
doing because they are not used to seeing a
person on crutches be so mobile.
After the video clips, he performed a
Jungle dance, which was surprisingly slow
jazz and blues. It had more parts and stunts
with a skateboard though so I found it more
interesting than the previous dance.
After his performances he sat down for a
question-and-answer session with the audi-
ence. He spoke about how he had to go on
crutches when he was five and even though
he got off them when he was 12, his legs
were still “messed up.” In wanting to keep
up with his younger brother, he tried skate-
boarding and break-dancing. Shannon grew
up in Pittsburgh—credits his New York
influence came from his friend Fargus from
Spanish Harlem. Mark Gonzalez, a village
street skater, and comedians like Charlie
Chaplin and Eddie Murphy also influenced
his performances and dancing.
The rocker-bottom crutches he uses were
invented in 1917 but he conformed them to
his own requirements. People have often
asked him why he needs crutches because he
can obviously move well and also moves
short distances around his house. He seems
so comfortable that some people think he is
faking the disability. His reaction to that is,
“Why do you need glasses if you can see?”
Shannon plans choreograph using video
cameras on a suitcase on a skateboard in an
urban environment. The interactions he has
with people on the streets are natural
because it is not a performance, like in a
theater. His friend, DJ Ritchie, whom he met
when he was 15 years old in Pittsburgh,
helped build the concept of the show so now
Shannon performs all over the world.
Performer Bill Shannon performs his dance on crutches at the BPAC.
BY MAX MAY
Contributing Writer
Competitors for the bodybuilding competi-
tion have now entered the exhaustive prepara-
tion stage for the face-off on Nov. 5.  On Oct.
9, bodybuilding contestants attended a one-
hour workshop given by a professional body-
builder named Michael Lipowski. Throughout
this competition Lipowksi is not only guiding
the bodybuilders in their preparation for the
contest, but he will also serve as the primary
judge on Nov. 5 and will be a guest poser dur-
ing the event. 
At the workshop, bodybuilders were intro-
duced to the preparation and requirements
guidelines with emphasis on “important factors
for success.”  Upon incorporating all of the
requirements, in the end all contestants will
end up being completely shaven, deeply
tanned, shining bright with cooking oil, wear-
ing almost thong-like attire while executing 90-
second posing routines to music in front
Baruch’s 600 audience members. 
Prior to the competition on Nov. 5 in the
Main Gym, contestants will be giving small
previews of what the Baruch population should
expect to see.  The previews will take place
every Thursday during club hours in the lobby
of the VC building. Tickets for the competition
will be sold at the Student Life office as well as
during the previews.
Contestants Prepare for 
Bodybuilding Competition
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Lionel Wynter occupies  the second position in the bodybuilding  competition.Jason Pragel wins the pullups event
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Jamie Muro occupies the fourth position.
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BY ADENIKE HUGGINS
Staff Writer
They say that standing away from a situa-
tion gives you the perfect view. That is so true,
because being here in London, I have come to
realize just how much we eat and consume in
America. Everything here is small - the streets,
refrigerators, the portions of food and of course
the oh-so-cute cars. To be clear, there are some
road-hogging American SUV types but the
government is trying to ban them, saying they
are inefficient and bad for the environment.
Apparently, petrol, as gas is called here, is very
expensive and the mayor of London has insti-
tuted a £5 congestion charge, imposed whenev-
er you drive into the city, to ease traffic.  
Small cars are the tradition here because
they are well suited for the roads. While we in
the states were just recently introduced to the
very compact Mini, it is so common in London
that it loses its cute factor. But there is another
small car called the "Smart Car." It is perhaps
the smallest gasoline-powered car I’ve seen.
Many times I have wanted to take a picture of
the car, actually with the car, but all I can think
about is the owner being less than happy about
my cavorting with the vehicle. I could just ask
to take a picture, but I think that would proba-
bly seem even more awkward for them as well
as me. Just imagine a stranger asking to take a
picture of your car? You may drive away really
fast, give them a stare, or comply only after
making sure you have memorized their features
and are able to give the police a good descrip-
tion. Maybe Londoners aren’t as suspicious as
New Yorkers, but somehow I don’t feel like
testing them. I guess that New Yorker in me
won’t die, but I will make it my duty to take
that picture before I leave here.
This country is no stranger to public cam-
eras of the “Big Brother” sort. Literally, every
train, street and nearly all public places are
monitored by closed-circuit television. Some of
the cameras are very obvious, and those are the
ones that I smile for. Yet some are hidden from
public view. For instance, the cramped comput-
er room that I am sitting in has at least three dif-
ferent cameras, yet I am unable to locate any of
them — that’s scary! There is a suspicious wall
clock that always shows the wrong time.
Maybe one is hidden there.  
Last week as I entered a club, a prominent
sign explicitly stated that every patron would
be photographed for reference. While this
seems rather intrusive and more like “1984”
manifested, it is commonplace for the British. It
doesn’t bother them much. In fact, many
Londoners say that the cameras help them feel
safer and see a direct link between the low
crime and the cameras. In truth the cameras
have been here as a way of deterring crimes of
terrorism on London’s trains by the Irish
Republican Army.
As my mind wanders on to interesting social
topics, I must remember the real reason I am
here, and that is to study. It is very hard to actu-
ally study here, because the courses are run like
independent study, a structure that I am not
used to. If there is one thing that isn’t small in
London it is the course reading lists. They are
no doubt bibliographies, listing on average 20
recommended books and at least four or five
required books. Another thing is that professors
don’t expect you to buy the textbooks at all,
because they are readily available in the library.
They don’t assign specific chapters, but the
term “read selectively” is used to mean the stu-
dent is responsible for topics covered in the
book. 
One professor proposed that I should simply
read, and if something bores me or is too diffi-
cult to read, move on to the next book. Now
obviously this is a novel idea when there are
well over 50 books on his reading list alone.
One interesting aspect is that we design our
own essay topics. This course structure requires
discipline and focus, something that the nor-
mal, mid-term and then final exam format
doesn’t. I could pretend as though I am pacing
myself and reading all of the very many books
on the reading list, but whom would I be fool-
ing? I think I will have to learn the hard way, I
also must have not mentioned that I have a




In conjunction with New York City's 100th
anniversary of the subway system, The Sidney
Mishkin Gallery has opened an exhibition from
Oct. 1 to Nov. 4 titled "Underground Art, 1925-
1950: A Centennial Celebration of the New
York City Subway."
The gallery's director, Sandra Kraskin Ph.D.,
wrote in the exhibition's program that paintings,
prints and photographs by a diverse group of
artists are on display. The exhibition identifies
the early history of the subway and its influence
on the city's maturity.
The program is free for all Baruch students
but costs $15 for those who do not attend the
college. In it curator Tracy Schpero Fitzpatrick
offered a brief history of the subway and its
influences on artists. She wrote that riders
feared the subway system of the possibility of
suffocation and electrocution, but it was fast and
inexpensive (it cost five cents a ride in 1947).
Because a subway ride was so affordable, 90
percent of the city's population growth from
1910 to 1940 occurred in “subway suburbs,”
where an assortment of housing projects was
offered. The construction of additional subway
lines allowed people to live farther away from
Manhattan, but poor residents were forced to
move out of their homes. Artists like Louis
Lozowick responded to this by creating Subway
Construction (1931). The lithograph displays an
open space where a tenement was recently
destroyed for the purpose of building a subway
line. The occupants of the tenement were forced
to relocate but this tragedy rendered an
improvement of transportation and circulation
of air and light in the lower east side. 
After 1940, subway construction scenery fell
out of favor as subjects for artists; they started
to explore the underground world of the subway
instead.
During the Depression cutbacks in mainte-
nance were made, depreciating the subway sys-
tem into a state of shambles. Artists like Mark
Rothko depicted this in their works. In his oil on
canvas piece, “Untitled [Subway entrance]
(1939),” he used colors that suggest a despair-
ing atmosphere. The riders are going down the
stairs to the subway, leaving light and entering a
dark underground world like Dante's Inferno.
The Mishkin gallery, located on 135 E.
22nd St., is open from 12-5 p.m. Monday
through Friday, except on Thursdays when it is
open from 12-7 p.m. 
According to the gallery's website, Sidney
Mishkin, a graduate of Baruch in 1934, gave the
college one of the largest donations in its histo-
ry. His endowment to Baruch included the art
that makes up the Mishkin Collection.
Art critic Piri Halasz Ph.D called the exhibit
“lovely.” She was especially interested in this
exhibit because of her interest in historical
shows. When asked how she was informed
about the exhibit, she responded that she was
part of the gallery's mailing list.
Gregory Christie, who is currently working
as an artist illustrating children's books, recom-
mends Baruch students to take a look at the
exhibition. "It's an excellent show," Christie
said, "It pulls together many different styles
from the 40s and 50s but it still relates today
because the New York subway system hasn't
changed. The artists capture what it's like to be
on a subway."
Going underground: subway art exhibit in Mishkin Gallery
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A student looking at the paintings on display. 
An American exchange student  in  London
Follow Baruch student Adenike Huggins as she discovers the quirks of our neighbors across the pond
The Mercedes Smart Car is the small gasoline-powered car that can be seen around London.
Nan Lurie’s Subway Scene.
Print collection, Miriam and ira D. Wallach
Division of Art , Prints and Photographs
The New York Public Library
Astor, Lenox and Tilden Foundations
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NEW YORK, NY Circle East, under
the Artistic Direction of Michael Warren
Powell, presents the World Premiere of
Barbara Bush Never Slept Here, a new
play by David DeWitt about winning, los-
ing and surviving. The production, direct-
ed by Jim Bracchitta, begins performances
October 7th at Baruch College's Bernie
West Theater. Barbara Bush Never Slept
Here is the first in a season of new plays
in the style that made Circle East's prede-
cessor, Circle Rep, famous.
Barbara Bush Never Slept Here is set in
a small Texas town in 2001 just after
George W. Bush has been elected
President.  Patrick Kenilworth is a state
representative and one of the many people
who feels defeated. He seeks solace in
both his ex-wife and a former colleague,
Councilwoman Pansy Matthews. Soon a
political scandal threatens to change all of
their lives -- and maybe even the outcome
of the 2004 election...
The production stars Susan
Kellermann, Alice King, Steven Friedman,
Rachelle Mendez and David Mason with
sets by Mikiko Suzuki, lighting by Brian
Aldous, costumes by Meredith Moseley,
and sound by Bart Fasbender.
David DeWitt wrote Her Sonoma Story,
recently staged at the Neighborhood
Playhouse. For Circle East, he has con-
tributed the short plays She Has Character
and This Will Be the Death of Him. His
work has also been staged by Primary
Stages, Fourth Unity, Singularity,
Sanctuary and the Manhattan Theatre
Source Estrogenius Festival, among oth-
ers. Regional stagings, include All for the
New Man Band, in New Jersey,  Arkansas
and Texas. David has taught English at
five colleges and draws his Texas knowl-
edge from experience as a staffer at the
San Antonio Light. He has a master's in
acting from the University of South
Carolina.
Jim Bracchitta is the co-founder of the
Cape Cod Theatre Project, where he spent
six seasons as executive director, collabo-
rating with Lanford Wilson, Paula Vogel
and Jeff Daniels, among others. As an
actor, Jim has appeared on Broadway
(Gypsy, with Tyne Daly), off-Broadway
(Over the River and Through the Woods,
The Exonerated), national tours (the first
Broadway tour of Broadway Bound, with
Nathan Lane) and regional stages (Death
of a Salesman in Toronto, with Judd
Hirsch). He has appeared in Law and
Order and Law and Order: Criminal Intent
and in recurring roles on Due South and
All My Children. He currently serves as
SAG's liaison to the AFL-CIO
Entertainment Alliance.
Barbara Bush Never Slept Here runs
October 7 - 31, Thursday & Friday at 8pm,
Saturday at 2 p.m. & 8 p.m., and Sunday
at 3 p.m. (Please note: There is no perfor-
mance on Sunday, October 24 and there is
an added performance, Sunday, October
31 at 7 p.m.) The Bernie West Theater is
located at Baruch College, 17 Lexington
Ave (between 22nd & 23 Streets -- acces-
sible from the 6 train at 23rd St.). Tickets
are $19 for general admission and $15 for
students and seniors. For reservations call
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“This is great for students, great for the school and great New York City.”
-Baruch College President Kathleen Waldron, in reference to the Baruch College
and Merrill Lynch IPO Competition
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Voting – Diluted by Pop Culture?
With one of the most heralded presidential elections ever only two 
weeks away, college campuses are usually abuzz. Here at Baruch talk of the election has
come in the meekest of tones (with the exception of Baruch’s chapter of College Democrats’
post in the lobby of the Newman VC) and the mass quiet only speaks measures about the great
level of election indifference that can be felt on a daily basis while walking through the major
arteries of the VC.
The atmosphere varies throughout CUNY.
At Hunter College, posters line the halls throughout the student union complex.
At Queens, talk of the upcoming election can be heard throughout campus. 
What about a political atmosphere here? In a business school, there must be a substantial
number of Republicans willing to sing the praises of the Bush administration. And being in
New York City, there has got to be a strong enough liberal following as well that would want
to tear their Republican counterparts apart.
So, instead of receiving our election fix from the academic forum where we spend many
hours a day, we are getting our fix from no outlet other than pop culture.
We are being inundated with messages such as “Rock the Vote” or “Vote or Die,” and we
are being fed these slogans and we are being expected to buy into catch phrases as we contin-
ue to be fed ideas from the troth.
But the madness has gone beyond the slogan. Walking through midtown, one can see ads
promoting “Vote or Die” slogans on clothing as if it is the greatest thing to hit the fashion
world in recent times.
As students, we need to think for ourselves. We don’t need celebrities in the spotlight or the
likes of P. Diddy, Russell Simmons, Britney Spears or media outlets such as MTV and
Clearchannel to constantly project a message to just vote.
But, there is no talk coming from any of these mass media outlets about who you will be
“Rock(ing) the Vote” with or the grave life-threatening consequences that may occur if one
doesn’t approach the polls on election day and change all that.
Here the Baruch Democrats, Americans Promoting Democracy, Hip Hop 201 and the USG
have sponsored viewings of the presidential debates attracting 60-70 students. On Sept. 30, a
panel of students addressed the importance of student involvement in the election. Not even 50
students showed up.
The deafening silence is only a symbol of the major indifference towards the election
process that is prevalent among Baruch students.
If we are looking to become the future leaders of the business world, we must all be able to
step up, take a stand and be willing to make our opinions known. The fact is, this same silence
that exists amongst us here will carry into the board rooms where we will sit silently as our
co-workers walk right over us en route to promotions and higher positions in the firm.
So far this semester, professors have frequently been voicing their opinions on the candi-
dates in the op-ed pages of The Ticker. Yet, only a few students have addressed the election
this semester
The Ticker is looking to reverse this terrible pattern.  Please, let your voices be heard on the
election. The Ticker will publish two more editions before the election, on Oct. 25 and Nov. 1.
End the silence. Speak up.  And influence change.
.  
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To the Editor:
In the presidential debate of Sept.
30th, Professor Savas and the Ticker
readers must have seen up close the same
George W. Bush whom I knew as my stu-
dent at Harvard Business School.
President Bush finally showed that he
does not have character or intellect need-
ed to lead the United States and the
world.  The viewers were treated to
GWB's flip-flops on Iraq and his lies
about 9-11 and Saddam Hussein. As I
used to observe him in my class, he will-
fully misrepresented reality to fit his
prejudices and indulged in denial when
challenged. Today, GWB's character
deficiencies, his continued ignorance of
world affairs and lack of knowledge of
the real threats to America's security at
home and abroad, are all deadly danger-
ous. I should say, "The plaintiff rests."
However, Professor Savas wrongly
accused that The Ticker did not properly
vet my articles. I must set the record
straight to attest to the journalistic
integrity of the Ticker.
There is no reason why Professor
Savas should have seen me on CNN
News, or heard me repeatedly on ABC
Radio and Air America Radio or read
about my expose of GWB at HBS in the
New York Times (Sept. 14, Kristof's Op-
ed) and other media. The Ticker did.
Unlike during the last presidential elec-
tion, this time, leading and credible jour-
nalists have finally begun to evaluate
GWB at HBS. They have learned that
GWB's serious character deficiencies
were already apparent at HBS. However,
except for me, GWB's former classmates
and teachers do not wish to go on a pub-
lic record about their criticism of GWB
at HBS. But, many of them have private-
ly testified to the investigating journal-
ists that they agree with my recollections
of GWB at HBS. Why have they all cho-
sen to remain anonymous? They are
afraid of the White House attack dogs.
Neo-con Bushites are vicious and have
to sense of honor or civility.
I cannot divulge the grade I gave
GWB, except to say that he was in the
very bottom 5 percent of my class. He
graduated because HBS practiced the
"social promotion." The Bushes were
given the "Gentlemen's C’s" and pushed
out. If Professor Savas asked me person-
ally those hasty and rhetorical questions
before he rushed them to The Ticker, I
would have answered them honestly.
Who needs to engage in some common
sense "investigative reporting?"
Bush’s Character Deficiencies
H B S  A l u m n i  r e c o g n i z e  t h e m  b u t
a r e  a f r a i d  t o  s p e a k  u p
PROFESSOR YOSHIHIRO TSURUMI
Yankees won, but who won the debate?
MARY TORRES
After speaking to many of the Baruch stu-
dents, it seems that everyone has made their
decision of who to vote for this year's presi-
dential election.
However, are we voting the candidates for
the right reasons? What issues has your candi-
date stressed that made you decide to vote for
him? There are many factors that we need to
take into consideration before casting our
votes, not just the issue of war in Iraq.
The last presidential debate covered differ-
ent subject matter that we should be aware of.
The debate was held at Arizona State
University in Tempe, Arizona, and was moder-
ated by Bob Schieffer. The 90-minute debate
discussed various issues ranging from the war
on terror to domestic issues. Here are some of
the questions during the debate: 
Security for the Future
The debate began with a general question to
Sen. Kerry whether our future will be secure
for our children. Kerry responded with a
resounding yes, emphasizing that we can reach
it through his election to be the president.
He promised reconnecting alliances with
other countries as well as increase in security in
ports and cargos. On the other hand, Bush guar-
anteed the nation's safety through the war in
Iraq, by stopping terrorism and spreading liber-
ty around the world. Kerry focused on securing
the country, while Bush focused on the securi-
ty of the countries around the world. 
The question is: As a superpower country,
should we focus only on our domestic prob-
lems or do we bear responsibility to other coun-
tries as well? This issue of isolationism has
been a problem in the United States. In World
War I, the United States had a policy of neu-
trality: not to involve itself in war. Our interde-
pendency with other countries for trade and
business led us to join the war. Our involve-
ment in that war caused positive effect. Is it
possible that this war against terrorism could
yield something good?
Health Insurance
When the question of who is to blame for
the increased cost of health insurance, up 17
percent, President Bush replied that it is the
consumer's responsibility to be involved. He
suggested that people should create health sav-
ings account. Kerry insisted that the current
administration is to be blamed because the
president disapproved the Senate's right to
import medicines from Canada.
Social Security
The issue of the budget running out for the
social security and the increasing deficit was
addressed by President Bush as a problem for
the young people and should be available to the
elders and the senior citizens. He acknowl-
edges that there is a need to improve the system
in order for it to be available in the future.
Kerry suggested that the transitional money of
$3 trillion is not paid and is a large deficit,
which he claims to have an expertise to deal
with through his involvement in budget balanc-
ing in 1985.  When he was asked how would he
accommodate the future retirees of their social
security, Kerry replied that he would increase
jobs, putting America back to work.
Minimum Wage
When Sen. Kerry was asked about the
widening gap of the rich and the poor and
whether he would increase the minimum wage,
he replied “it was long overdue.” He said that
minimum wage should be increased and
blamed it on the president and the Republican-
ruled Senate, who did not allow for the voting
on increasing the wage. Bush defensively
replied that with an increase in minimum wage
should also be an increase in worker's stan-
dards, therefore reinforcing education. He
agreed that minimum wage should increase
together with the education that people are get-
ting so they will be able to perform their jobs
well.
During Sen. Kerry's closing statement he
mentioned that at this time, when Americans
are living through testing times, he believed
that he can help and be a better leader who can
provide more jobs, fight to gain back the
respect of the United States to other countries,
and keep the country safe.
President Bush delivered his closing state-
ment by acknowledging the hard work he has
done for his term and that the economy contin-
ues to grow. He encouraged voters that with
another four-year term he can create affordable
education, and better health insurance. He also
invited us to see the optimistic side of the war
on terror on how we spread freedom making
the world a better place.
The candidates have spoken and have
shared their plans, opinions and hopes for the
future. Now, it is our responsibility to exercise
our right to vote, and choose the candidate that
would best serve our interest and lead us to a
better future.
Kerry scores
While Bush looks on
JESSICA BAPTISTE
Now that we have had two presiential
debates, everyone is asking the million-dollar
question: Who won the debates? Many critics
agree that Mass. Senator John F. Kerry is the
winner. I am in consensus. 
Since President Bush and Senator Kerry
have had two chances to reveal a lot of dirt on
each other, we are now aware of little known
facts about the candidates that we did not know
before the debates. For example, I did not
know that Bush sent $500 million to Iraq to put
police officers in the streets or 75 perent of
known Al-Qaeda leaders have been brought to
justice.
Even though Kerry was faced with a bigger
challenge coming into these debates, he over-
came this challenge with flying colors. He
answered every question with ease and
assertiveness. His demeanor was calm, poised
and professional. Meanwhile, Bush looked
annoyed and unable to maintain his compo-
sure. His hunched back suggest irritability as if
he was trying to get the debate over with. His
responses were weak and complicated. In fact,
it appears that only President Bush went over
the time limit.
Senator was able to convey effectively his
plans to fight the war on terror. He proposed
several plans to win the war on terror during
the first debate. He was convincing when he
said, “America needs a new fresh start and a
new credibility.” 
President Bush rushed into this war on ter-
ror without thinking about the consequences.
Throughout the debates he continued to praise
himself about the capture of Saddam Hussein.
The 9/11 Commission confirmed that there was
no connection between September 11 and
Saddam Hussein. And as Senator Kerry point-
ed out, “he rushed to war with Iraq without a
plan to win the peace.” 
Bush’s rebuttals lacked substance that
could convince voters that he did the right
thing by undertaking the costly war in Iraq. In
the second debate, he was asked if he made any
mistakes during his presidency. His answer
somewhat annoyed me. He seemed self-cen-
tered since he felt that he did not make any
mistakes throughout his presidency and that he
hopes the American people will continue to
support him. He made a mistake when invad-
ing Iraq and he should have admitted it at that
time.
When Bush lied during the second debate
this made me think even more less of him.
Kerry informed us that Bush is the co-owner of
a small business. Bush claimed “that’s news to
me.” However, according to fastcheck.org it
states that Bush is indeed the owner of this
business. Another fact that I discovered about
the President was that he gave a tax cut to the
wealthiest people. That only accounts to one
percent of the population including him. Now
what kind of selfless and deceiving person is
this?
In Bush’s rebuttals, when he tried to make
Kerry looked inconsistent, Kerry’s comebacks
made his opponent look meek. For instance,
Bush rejected Kerry’s argument that Iraq was
the wrong war at the wrong time and revealed
how Kerry voted against the $87 billion sup-
plemental to provide equipment for our troops. 
Kerry’s comeback and best lines came
when he said: “When I talked about the $87
billion, I made a mistake about how I talk
about the war but the president made a mistake
in invading Iraq. Which is worse? I believe that
when you know something is going wrong, you
make it right.” Bush’s responses to Kerry’s
response did not offer anything to refute what
Kerry had to say. 
Kerry’s excellent performance made me
more willing to support him. It’s true that
America needs a fresh start and he seems like-
ly to be the next commander-in-chief. Also, he
fought in the Vietnam War so he knows much
about war and its effect on people’s lives. He is
able to sympathize with the parents of those
soldiers in Iraq. He proposed many plans to
fight the war on terror in which I agreed.
So if you ask me who won the debate, I
would have to say KERRY!
If I were a greedy corporate bastard, I’d be
scratching my head a bit after this confusing week
of legislation that had at one instance deprived me
of my ability to hire an expensive accountant and
bilk the government out of money, and in anoth-
er, extended a large hand straight from Capitol
Hill bearing a large wad of cash.
After all this Sarbanes-Oxley nonsense, the
writing was on the wall. The government
appeared to be cracking down on corporate greed
and excess, closing some loopholes in the tax
laws that were being exploited.
SUVs may no longer be written off as a busi-
ness expense, ending a furious debate over at
Slate.com when Andy Bowers exposed the fact
that, while written off as a business expense,
many oversized SUVs are being driven on streets
where it is illegal to drive large commercial vehi-
cles. No word on whether fines will finally be
slapped on these offenders, but at least they can
no longer have their cake and eat it too.
Banks also received a rude awakening this
week after a unanimous vote negated a law that
had allowed them to receive 9.5 interest on loans
from the government even when students were
only paying 3.5 percent. It is estimated to have
cost the government more than a billion dollars
since the mid-1990s. Some people want to look
into recouping those lost dollars, but it appears
that it won’t happen. No justification apparently.
What about the fact that they’re selfish and
sneaky? I think that’s a good enough reason, but
Congress is ready to forgive and forget.
Corporate tax shelters are also now coming
under scrutiny. I don’t know why it took so long
but at least it’s arrived. Soon there will probably
be legislation concerning that as well.
By doing all these things, our government
and George Bush are sending a message to
wealthy sneaksters everywhere—that all this tak-
ing of money meant for everyone is no longer
going to cut it. Finally, the hand of the law will
reach down and smack the money out of these
people’s tightly clenched fists and release it to the
people. Well, not really.
Enter the new tax cut. The one that even
sports franchises are benefitting from (lord knows
they’re in need of relief, right?). All that money
that was taken away, and even more, is given
back. What kind of mixed messages, to borrow
Bush’s lingo, is this sending to our wealthy
Americans?
What I take away from all this is that Bush
has no problem with the rich taking all our
money. It’s just that he doesn’t like having to
defend the questionable ways in which they
obtain it. Better to just give it to them outright, so
at least you can be sure where it’s going.
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W o u l d  y o u  l i k e  s o m e  c o f f e e
w i t h  t h a t  r a c i a l  s l u r ?
IAN CHIN
“Next time I go to a Chinese restaurant and
I ask for more broccoli, I expect more broc-
coli” is what the woman serving at the
Dunkin’ Donuts on 23rd and Lexington
Avenue said to a pair of Chinese girls.
Shocked that racism still exists in this era?
Believe it. Stuff like this is happening all the
time unfortunately.
This didn’t happen to me directly. In fact, I
don’t even know the girls but I was waiting
behind them to be served at the new Dunkin’
Donuts next to Duane Reade. So while I wait-
ed in this closet-sized store, the girls ordered a
hot chocolate. It must have been the last pot,
so they got what was left. It was obvious it
wasn’t a full cup and the person working the
counter was going to charge them full price.
The girls wanted their money’s worth so they
asked to put coffee inside to fill up the cup.
Odd — yes, but it’s understandable since the
cup wasn’t full.  The employees complied, but
then made that horrible comment. In addition,
I didn’t get served, so I walked out.
I’ll admit that I’m not a “model” Chinese
person. My parents grew up in New York. I
grew up in an Irish neighborhood. I don’t
speak the language, and at times, I don’t even
like the food. But being Chinese-American is
who I am. These are my roots. To hear some-
thing like that is hurtful. Not every Chinese-
person has worked in a Chinese restaurant. In
fact, most of the Chinese restaurants are as
American as apple pie. Egg rolls, fortune
cookies, and chicken with broccoli aren’t even
remotely Chinese. It’s an American attempt at
Chinese food that’s served in a Chinese-
owned restaurant. I felt that it was a despica-
ble and disrespectful act on the part of the
employees at this particular Dunkin’ Donuts. 
The issue here isn’t prejudice toward
Chinese people, even if it is the basis for this
article.  Even if the people made fun of
weren’t Chinese, I’d still write this. The issue
here is that prejudice and racism are still pre-
sent, even after great people like Martin
Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X actively pur-
sued a better a society that didn’t discriminate
based on skin color. Baruch is the most
diverse college in the nation, and we pride
ourselves on being number one. With what
seems like practically every country in the
world represented in this institution, there is
no reason to be prejudiced toward another
group of people. Some of our beliefs may be
different, but that’s what makes the world go
round. We need to learn and understand other
people of different backgrounds to be better
people ourselves.  
I’m not saying that you should avoid every
Dunkin’ Donuts. Not all of them are discrimi-
natory. I’m not saying that you should avoid
the one on 23rd and Lexington either. But
think about this the next time you walk pass it
and need a coffee and donut fix: Do I really
want to support an establishment that made
fun of another race? It may not be your race,
but racism is still racism, no matter who’s
being targeted. It was my first and last time
going to this Dunkin’ Donuts. Negative com-
ments made against another group of people
should not be present in a place of business, or
anywhere else for that matter.  
P r o f i t i n g  o f f  o t h e r s '  m i s t a k e s
JENNIFER BLECHER
Recently, Chicago Mayor Richard Daley
expressed support for the idea of turning posses-
sion of marijuana into a fine-able offense, rather
than wasting money on prosecution and jailing. All
I can say is, why can’t this man head on over to
New York?
While our mayor is busy courting the Jets, the
Olympics and the Country Music Awards, and
telling poor people that if they can’t afford to go to
a museum, then too bad, this man is actually think-
ing about how to make life in his city better. I’m
from Long Island, and I know plenty of rich sub-
urban kids that would have had no problem
shelling out $500 or more in order to go off on their
merry ways. I’m sure many New Yorkers feel the
same way. And think of what it could do for our
city. Revenues would be up and people would be
happy.
If only we could take this one step further and
just legalize the stupid drug already. We’d have
more money than we’d know what to do with.
It’s amazing that this hasn’t been put into effect
already. It’s already standard practice to make peo-
ple with bad habits shoulder the burden of society’s
debt. Look at smokers. I used to be one. I don’t
know what these poor people did to deserve hav-
ing a heavy tax placed on their drug of choice just
to put more money in the city’s coffers, but I do
know that raising the tax on cigarettes didn’t stop
me, or pretty much anyone I know, from smoking.
Even if the price of marijuana skyrocketed, or
some ridiculous tax was placed on it, people still
buy it. Same thing with the sex industry. There’s a
chunk of west-side real estate just begging to
become New York City’s new red-light district.
More money will flow.
Is it wrong to profit off the stupidity and addic-
tion of others? I really don’t know, but if smokers
are OK with getting trampled on, then I’m sure
everyone else would be OK with it too. There’s
plenty of money that could be better spent on
restructuring the entire MTA than paying to jail a
wasted teenager.
I am outraged regarding this recent film
the Dutch prime television broadcasted two
weeks ago called “Submission.” Many have
come across the article written by Marlise
Simons in the NY Times on 9/27/04 in the
International section, titled, “A Graphic Film
of Protest, and Cries of Blasphemy” and if you
haven’t then let me suggest you continue read-
ing this article, you might learn a thing or two.
The film, “Submission” depicts Islam to bar-
baric and savage medieval customs that
oppress, abuse and lead women to commit sui-
cide. Women are shown with Qur’anic vers-
es painted on their naked flesh.  The Qur’anic
verses are “cut and pasted” to misinterpret
them so the writer can prove her incorrect
viewpoint. The verses are completely taken
out of context so the audience can be left in
the dark and view Islam as being just so.  The
ten minutes film shows four composites of
Muslim women who are victims of hidden
violence which according to the writer Islam
is liable for. However there is no justification
for this brutality against women in Islam.  The
powerful images of forced marriages and sui-
cidal attempts of young immigrant women
(notice the word used here is immigrant not
Muslim women) is a sad attempt of the writer
to gain mere publicity. Yes Mrs. Ali, now you
have gained the attention you were crying for
and also have two round the clock bodyguards
by the government which must be at your
sides.  This is only so, because you have
deeply wounded the hearts of true Muslims
who you offended by condemning their reli-
gion to immoral behavior and using the sacred
text for entertainment.   
The director of the film, Theo van Gough,
is shocked and can’t seem to comprehend why
the Muslims are shocked.  I’ll tell you why
they are shocked.  True Muslims know and
understand there is no room for aggression
towards women let alone beating them
because just because men have more physical
strength then women do. My sole intent of
writing this letter is to clear up the wrong
accusations which the film and the article in
the NY Times have placed on Islam. 
Firstly, Ms. Hirsi Ali (the writer of the
film), Islam does not advocate any type of this
behavior. But wait a minute, you should know
this already, were you not a Muslim once?
(before you abandoned your faith)
Secondly, you have no right to misinform the
public with your biased, slanted and inaccu-
rate views regarding Islam. Furthermore, the
journalist who engaged in writing this article,
Ms. Marlise Simons failed to stand up as a
journalist. Rather than only watching the 11
minute film, had the journalist made an effort
to discover the true reality of Islam from
authentic resources maybe the NY Times
readers would have learned something accu-
rate about Islam.
Hopefully, being educated and opened-
minded one must keep in mind that it is the
human beings who commit errors, not the reli-
gion. It may be the fact that somewhere in
Africa, people are still practicing genital cir-
cumcision on women or forcing their women
into marriages, that is injustice. But where
does Islam come into this picture? I am con-
fused and I have a feeling that I’m not the only
one. 
If people commit errors that does not mean
the religion is flawed. Let us condemn the
people who commit these “savage medieval
customs” and reform them into civilized
human beings instead of “Modernizing
Islam.” Rather than oppressing and abusing
women, Islam respects, liberates and gives
women the freedom of choice. Islam promotes
women to receive an education and recognizes
them as important members in the society
where they are encouraged to contribute their
efforts. This may be hard to digest after you
have seen her movie, but it’s the TRUTH.
R e f o r m  p e o p l e ,  N o t  I s l a m
ANONYMOUS
WRITE FOR THE TICKER















Now, before you overreact and think I pulled
a John Kerry and flip-flopped my views on Nike,
I am not using their slogan. No, I am in fact using
a simple sentence fragment for the title of this
article. Funny how most people simply associate
those words with Nike, but that was last week’s
discussion. This week, however, I would like to
criticize you, the readers of The Ticker.
Based on recent comments both within this
paper and in the hallways of Baruch, there are
many students who have a low opinion of the
work being done here at The Ticker. From
spelling errors to grammatical errors to uninter-
esting articles, comments have been coming out
of people’s mouths like it’s going out of style.
Students want to complain that the paper does
not serve their needs. Professors want to say that
the students who do run the paper have no grasp
of the skills needed to do so. While both com-
ments are accepted and, in some ways, appreci-
ated, I do not see any of you trying to enact any
changes.
Just do it. Not just a catchy slogan. And not
just a kinky thing to say to your girlfriend or
boyfriend, the next time the two of you are alone.
You want to have a better newspaper, then Just
Do It! Get involved. There is a reason why all the
editors’ e-mail addresses are located in the paper.
And while I know you are not all rocket scien-
tists, I am supremely confident that you can find
the page listing the editors’ names and ways to
get in touch with them. You do not have access to
e-mail? They have an office right here in the
Vertical Campus. Just stop on by (the office num-
ber, by the way, is also listed).  
Never once have I considered that I may have
better writing skills than any one of you.  Also, I
know for a fact that my word choice is just a lit-
tle bit higher than a third-grade reading level, but
that has not stopped me from contributing to this
newspaper on a weekly basis. Last year, after two
years of complaining daily about the low quality
of writing and editing in The Ticker, I was given
an opportunity to make my voice heard.  One day
while grumbling about the errors I saw in the
paper, the renowned editor Sandró Lemberg
offered me a challenge. Write an article by the
deadline and it will get in the paper. I did, and
now a year later I have my own column (which I
hope most of you enjoy from time to time) and
have improved my writing skills dramatically.
When I was growing up on the basketball
courts of Juniper Park, what you readers are
doing would have been considered trash talking.
While other writers in this paper have tried to be
nice and call it criticism, it is nothing more than
trash talk. Everybody wants his or her own per-
sonal needs and interests met, but nobody wants
to get out there and do it. Everybody wants to
insult the writers and editors of this paper for the
errors that slipped by, yet no one wants to get
involved and help make the paper better. It is
always a lot easier to complain about something
when you have no desire to help change it; I
learned that lesson first-hand. But give it a try
and see what happens. See if you will be as quick
to judge the next edition of the paper. 
To the professors who I have heard about that
choose to take up valuable class time insulting
this student publication, shame on you! The staff
here at The Ticker does a wonderful job. Yet,
they receive no thanks, no accolades, and
increasingly no respect.  These are students
(many of whom also have jobs to put themselves
through school) who are taking a full class load
and use their valuable free time to put out this
publication for the enrichment and enjoyment of
their fellow students. Where do you get off tak-
ing time out of your class to belittle them?
Maybe if we had professors who used their time
more productively and actually taught us the nec-
essary skills, we would not be the butt of your
daily jokes. Take that into consideration the next
time you decide to waste a valuable teaching
moment insulting the staff here at The Ticker.
Finally, I offer the opportunity to every stu-
dent to get involved. Did you like one of the sto-
ries this week? Great, send us your thoughts and
comments. Didn’t like any of the stories? Wish
Dan’s Desk didn’t exist any longer? Write in and
tell me all about it! This is your chance to make
OUR paper better. Remember:  The Ticker is
Baruch’s STUDENT-run newspaper. As a stu-
dent it is your responsibility to make it the best it
can be.  
  
17THE TICKER OP-ED OCTOBER 18, 2004
    
BY ROBERT BENIMOFF
STAFF WRITER
For such a sophisticatedly constructed,
well-directed film, the story line of New
Line Cinema’s “Raise Your Voice” can be
summed relatively briefly. In fact, if any-
one has seen some of the hundred or so
pop-culture teen flicks that share its key
ingredients, it needs no separate discus-
sion at all. In fact, I have done my own
study with a bootlegged tape this week-
end, and I’ve discovered that even my kit-
ten finds the plot line simple and frustrat-
ingly predictable. The good news howev-
er, is that a member of the age group 6-12
in the year 2004 can now get all of his/her
conformist cliché training in one 90-
minute feature film.
Small-town resident Terri Fletcher
(Hilary Duff) is a young high school stu-
dent with a talent for vocals and a passion
for music in general. One night after a
concert, tragedy strikes as Duff faces a
death in the family, which she believes has
resulted from her own actions. After a
short mourning period, and a little decep-
tion (Dad (David Kieth) is against the
whole idea), Fletcher is off to study music
at an elite three-week program in far away
Los Angeles. While there, Fletcher learns
about life, love, and hard work; eventual-
ly reconciling herself with her brother’s
death, and proving to Dad that little Terri
can take care of herself; Textbook teen-
drama.
With that said, why am I so deeply
thrilled with the end product of “Raise
Your Voice?” Just saying that the positive
outweighs the negative is an understate-
ment. Actually, I might get some bad
karma for not separating the superb film-
making from its lame script. The directing
is nothing less than progressive; no com-
plaints at all. 
All of the scenes meld smoothly into
those before and after, with no exceptions.
And, similar to the plot, which seems to
have stemmed from the studious mastery
and refinement of teen-life stereotypes,
the camerawork should be studied for its
impressive innovation. Time compression
between day and night, week to week is
marked by time-lapse videos of the Los
Angeles cityscape; and character emotion
is captured in well-timed close-ups.   
Another innovation is the use of the con-
servatoire students’ practice music as
material for the soundtrack. The student
characters, including Duff (a vocalist) are
all talented musicians and perform their
trade in various scenes throughout the
film. 
Once again separating the limitations of
the script from the performance of those
who worked on this film, the actors’ por-
trayal of their characters is appropriate.
The characters themselves are well
defined, and to a slight extent melodra-
matic; their dialogue helps boil them
down to emblems of simple human traits.
Terri smiles a lot and rarely gets mad. Dad
is a solemn, conservative hard worker.
Mom (Rita Wilson) is a passive-aggres-
sive housewife. Her friends at camp range
from a techno-geek percussionist to the
cliché over-studious pianist. Simple con-
flict comes from affection toward the
flakey, life-loving guitarist Jay (Oliver
James), and from every interaction with
her romantic and professional competition
Robin (Lauren C. Mayhew).
I feel that giving this film one rating for
both content and style is unwarranted. In
conclusion, the opinion of this reviewer is
the following. If you want to blow the cost
of movie admission on a melodramatic,
cliché-ridden mass media paperback-
turned Hollywood feature film, then run
immediately to your nearest theater and
watch “Raise Your Voice.” If you want to
learn from the expert craftsmanship of a
visionary director, skilled cameramen, and
natural actors, then wait until the film is
released on DVD and get to work. Overall
score two out of five Baruch Bearcats.
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“At Last,” Cyndi Lauper Sings the Classics “Jess Bakery” brings the taste of Chinatown
for the sweet tooth
“Raise Your Vo ice” raises sp irits and tempers




Cyndi Lauper’s latest album, “At Last,” is a
work of art. An icon of 1980s pop culture,
Cyndi has released a tasteful album of memo-
rable ballads selected from the 1920s through
the latter half of the 20th century. She’s bril-
liantly updated the vintage songs with new
arrangements and has successfully infused
them with her own impeccable singing style.
Lauper marvelously sings the title track, “At
Last,” made famous by Etta James and later
revived by jazz legend Dinah Washington. She
equally does a magnificent job with the two
classic French chansons, Jacques Brel’s “If You
Go Away [Ne Me Quitte Pas]” and Edith Piaf’s
“La Vie En Rose” (from 1946, often translated
as “Life Through Rose-Colored Glasses”).  It’s
easy to recognize that these old favorites are
rendered anew with genuine feeling that’s very
enjoyable to listen, and relax to.
Legendary crooner Tony Bennett joins Cyndi
in a charming duet, “Makin’ Whoopee,” a pop-
ular Eddie Cantor song from the roaring 1920s.
She also delivers a wonderful “My Baby Just
Cares For Me” (a hit song in 1930, also deliv-
ered by Ed Norton in Woody Allen’s musical
“Everyone Says I Love You.”)
It’s no surprise that “At Last” is reportedly
Cyndi’s best-selling album since “12 Deadly
Cyns... And Then Some” (a “greatest hits” col-
lection). Produced by the Grammy-award win-
ning Russ Titelman (who also has done Eric
Clapton, James Taylor and George Harrison
albums) and Cyndi Lauper, the elegant sound
of the album is of the highest quality, and
Cyndi’s unique vocals are unparalleled. There’s
an overall romantic flair to the album that’s
very appealing.  
The CD was shortly followed by the release
of a concert DVD aptly titled “Cyndi Lauper
Live…At Last.”  The concert, recorded in
March 2004 at NYC’s Town Hall, is really
excellent, and besides highlighting some great
renditions of “If You Go Away” and “Walk On
By,” it features new and refreshing perform-
ances of Cyndi’s best-known songs “Time
After Time,” “All Through The Night,” and
“Girls Just Want To Have Fun.”  It’s essential-
ly a great concert by a great artist - Cyndi is a
preeminent entertainer and has never looked
better, even without her trademark bizarre hair-
styles (which are missed).  
Judging by the “At Last” album alone, we can
expect even more colors we didn’t know that
exist in this artist’s limitless palette of talent.
BY ZANETA REID
Arts Editor
If the sweet taste of Chinatown bakery
treats are what you crave but you hate the
commute, then look no farther than Jess
Bakery at 221 E. 23 St. Besides being
located conveniently close to Baruch, the
authenticity of the foods served here will
satisfy your palette.  
At Jess Bakery, there are more than just
croissants and cookies served. If baked
goodies aren’t your thing there’s also a
Curry Chicken and Beef lunch special as
well as a few other traditional Chinese
foods. And if you’re a lover of bubble tea,
Jess Bakery also has an extensive list of
teas ranging from black tea to green tea to
smoothies. There is sure to be something
here for everyone.
The raisin twists and croissants here and
quite delicious. They’re not too sweet and
very light in flavor. It’s easy to find your-
self having more than one of these baked
treats. And as far as the bubble tea goes,
the strawberry black tea with tapioca
pearls is by far one of the best bubble teas
I have tasted in the city.
Besides their convenient location, Jess
Bakery also has phenomenal prices that
are easy on a student’s pocket. The baked
goods range in price from $.80 to $2.50.
And the teas runs from $2.75 to $3.25 with
lunch specials at the price of $4.95. And
when you go to the bakery, show them
your Baruch ID to receive 10 percent off
any purchases of $3 or more. 
Check out the Jess Bakery if you’re tired
of eating the same old thing day after day.
The prices and the location is just right,
but even more importantly, the food is
great. Plus the service at Jess Bakery is
always quick and with a smile. Just what
college students need to brighten their day.
Cyndi Lauper performs during a 2002 Concert The exterior of Jess Bakery INC. on 221 East 23rd Street
Jess Bakery INC.
221 East 23rd Street (Between
2nd & 3rd Ave.)
212- 725-4788
Remeber to show your school
ID to receive 10% purchases of
$3.00 or more!
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Expressions
Misconceptions
Being *worldly* doesn’t mean being out
with friends at all hours during the night 
It doesn’t mean you have to befriend every-
one
just so you have a shot of being on the A-
list at all the hot parties around town
It’s not about who you know, it’s about
what you know
Real Change won’t happen overnight
It could take days or even years
There’s a big difference in someone 
who is willing to learn vs. someone who is
too stubborn to change
It takes courage to say
I might not know it all
But yet I am willing to learn
True Friends understand
Others don’t
True Friends listen to reason
Others won’t
True Friends know you inside out
Others could care less
True friends won’t stab you in the back
with what they know
Others will
True friends call simply to say “Hello” or
“How’s it going?”
Not just because they have a favor to ask of
you
True friends stick by your side no matter
what
Others disappear
True friends aren’t those you would party
with every night
They are those whom are concerned about
your well being
And check up on you every now and then 
Despite their hectic schedule to see how
you are
True friends aren’t a part of the rumor mill
Others are
True friends will always take a chance on
you
Others won’t want to
True friends will be real with you
Despite weather or not you’ll be upset
withthem
Others will simply reassure you
Most importantly true friends
Remain loyal and true throughout the years
It only takes a minute to get to know some-
one
But a lifetime to forget someone
When it comes to true friends
You might have just met them
But it feels as though 
you have known them your entire life
and that is why I love my true friends
By: Alice Wong
Just Do It
Just stop talking about what you’d like to
do to me.
Instead just slow down and do it.
Stop making excuses and stop throwing
glances my way.
Just slow down, take your time and do it.
I won’t wait for you to decide anymore,
you’re spending too much time trying to
make up your mind.
Take my advice: just slow down, stick to
the beat and do it.
Don’t worry about making any mistakes or
falling out of sync.
Just take your time, slow down to the beat
and do it.
I’m a patient girl, but an even more eager
woman.





The Killers delivered to their fans and
critics alike with their sold-out two-day
stint at New York City’s Irving Plaza from
Oct. 4 to Oct. 5.  The Killers New York
City was highly anticipated during their
continental U.S. tour that has been going
on since early this summer. New York
City is no stranger to The Killers and their
brand of ’80s throwback rock; the group
played at the Bowery Ballroom in August
and the Mercury Lounge in June, but the
October gig seems to be icing on the cake.
The Killers have grown increasingly pop-
ular as the months roll by and they are no
longer known as that band that has that
song on MTV about the boyfriend looking
like a girlfriend.
Electro-clash rock sensation Surferosa
opened for The Killers on Monday night.
They might not have been too well known
before the Killers concert, but I’m sure all
of that has changed since the concerts.
The quartet really hyped the crowds up
that had been screaming for The Killers to
come on since the lights dimmed. The
female lead in Suferosa was energetic,
racy, and really into her music.  Imagine
Olivia Newton John meets “Maniac,” only
a lot sexier and raunchy and a lot less
cookie cutter. The band pumped out their
hits one after the other, and honestly,
everyone in the crowd was having such a
good time that you’d think it was
Surferosa’s concert. When Suferosa
declared that they were finished opening
and stay tuned for The Killers, the audi-
ence yelled for them not to leave yet, a
perfect opening to a highly anticipated
show.  
The next group to take the stage and
open for the show was Ambulance LTD.
They’re a New York-based soft rock group
that has been making some noise in
Europe and the in the independent rock
scene. Maybe they weren’t my cup of tea,
but Ambulance LTD. Really wasn’t doing
it for me. They are a good band that has
great talent and skill, but their music was
too soft and mellow to be an opener for
the Killers concert and they just weren’t
interesting enough to follow up a group as
spiky and sensational as Surferosa.
Perhaps Ambulance LTD. should have
considered opening up for Keane the week
before.     
Nevertheless, there were a hefty group
of audience members who especially
loved them, so I guess everyone went
home happy.
Now, on to the main event. After
Ambulance LTD. left the stage, the main
attraction of the night, The Killers took
the stage.  They opened with “Jenny Was a
Friend of Mine,” followed by “On Top”
and then “Mr. Brightside.” The noise and
response to the band was astonishing. The
crowd really seemed to enjoy The Killers
as they begin their first series of songs.
Brandon Flowers, the front man, really
put his all into the performance, but it was
drummer Ronnie Vanucci who really tore
the house down.  The next set of songs up
was “Smile Like You Mean It,” “Change
Your Mind” and “Midnight Show.”
“Midnight Show” was exactly the track
needed to pick up the pace. The previous
songs were a little more mellow and soft
in comparison to the high energy and
vocal power of “Midnight Show.” It was
really a good way to get things going.
Afterwards the show only got better. The
next set of songs were “Andy You’re a
Star,” “Indie Rock & Roll,” and
“Somebody Told Me.” The Killers
encored with “Under the Gun” and by far
the best track on the album in my opinion,
“All These Things That I’ve Done.” 
Pros and Cons: it’s easier to mention the
cons first. The Killers are a new band in
the sense that they have only been in the
mainstream media’s eye for a little over a
year. And that inexperience might be why
their live shows could be a little more
original. The set list at the Oct. 4 show is
generally the same set list used in most of
their shows. It would have been nice to
switch up the songs a bit and include dif-
ferent tracks form their album. And even
though Brandon Flowers is a great vocal-
ist and an even better storyteller, his
engagement with the audience has to be
improved. On to the pros, The Killers
really do have some excellent material
and it was great to have those musical sto-
ries told right before you. The band, made
up of Ronnie Vanucci on drums, David
Keuning on guitar, and Mark Stoermer on
bass, back up Brandon Flowers’s vocals
perfectly. The Killers really have a unique
chemistry that is rare to see with a band
perform live.
Lead singer of “The Killers” Brandon Flowers during their October 4 Concert at Irving Plaza. 
The Killers Knock Em’ Dead
In Front of Sold Out Crowd at Irving Plaza
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